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Syllabus  z GS2: Structure, organisation and functioning of the Judiciary.
Question  z Examine the evolution of the Collegium system and the reasons why it has been 

opposed even by some within the legal fraternity.
Why in news?  z The transfer of the Chief Justice of the Madras High Court, Justice Vijaya 

Tahilramani, to the Meghalaya High Court has rekindled the debate on the 
functioning of the Collegium of judges.

More in News  z Justice Tahilramani has submitted her resignation after her request for 
reconsideration of the transfer was rejected.

 z The Supreme Court in its official statement spoke about a cogent reason  behind 
the transfer.

 z Sections of the Bar have questioned the transfer as well as the lack of 
transparency about the exact reason.

 z Another reason for the collegium to be in news is that 414 judges posts vacant 
in the 25 high courts.

From 
Consultation 
to 
Concurrence

 z What does the Constitution say
(1) The Collegium of judges is the Supreme Court’s invention and is not part of 

the Constitution.
(2) Constitution says that the judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are 

to be appointed by the President, the appointment is to be done through a 
process of consultation.

(3) Thus the Constitution has avoided legislative interference and the veto to 
the Chief Justice.

 z What the Constitutional framers had envisaged
(1) To ensure judges insulation from the political influence, the assembly 

agreed on a consultative process of appointing judges.
(2) This was described as a middle course by dr b.R. Ambedkar.

 z Chronicles of the Judges Cases
(1) Sankalchand Sheth’s case of 1977

(a) SC ruled the word consultation can never mean concurrence.
(b) Thus CJI’s opinion was not binding on the executive.
(c) But the Executive could depart from his opinion only in exceptional 

circumstances subject to judicial review.
(2) First Judges Case of 1981

(a) SC ruled in matters of appointment, consultation with CJI must be full 
and effective.

(b) But CJI opinion having primacy was rejected by the Court.(3) T h i r d 
Judges Case of 1998

(3) The Second Judges Case of 1993
(a) Overruling its earlier decision court stated that consultation really meant 

concurrence.

1 Collegium System
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 (b) CJI’s view enjoys primacy, since he is best equipped to know and assess 
the worth of candidates.

(c) But CJI was to formulate his opinion through a body of senior judges 
that the court described as the collegium.

(4) Composition of the collegium was clarified by the court
(a) Appointments to SC – It will be the CJI and his four senior-most 

colleagues
(b) Appointments to HC – It will be the CJI and his two senior-most 

colleagues.
(c) Also appointments to HC’s the collegium must consult such other senior 

judges serving in the SC who had previously served as the judges of the 
HC concerned.

(d) The views of the consultee-judges are binding on the collegium or not, 
the judgments is silent.

(5) National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) aka Fourth Judges Case 
of 2015
(a) Through the 99th constitutional amendment the collegium was to be 

replaced by NJAC.
(b) SC struck it down stating that primacy of the collegium was a part of the 

basic structure.
How are 
the Judges 
appointed 

 z In Supreme Court
(1) Appointment of the CJI and other SC judges is done by the President. The 

outgoing CJI recommends his successor.
(2) Collegium recommends the names to the law minister who forwards it to 

the Prime Minister which is subsequently advised to the President.
 z In High Courts

(1) High Court judges are recommended by a Collegium comprising the CJI and 
two senior-most judges.

(2) The proposal to fill the vacancy is initiated by the Chief Justice of the High 
Court concerned in consultation with two senior most colleagues.

(3) The Chief Justice of High Courts is appointed as per the policy of having 
Chief Justices from outside the respective States.

(4) The Collegium’s recommendation is sent to the Chief Minister, who advises 
the Governor who send the proposal to the Union Law Minister.

 z Transfers
(1) Transfers of Chief Justices and other judges of the HC’s, too are recommended 

by the collegium.
(2) Transfers are to be made in public interest, that is for the betterment of the 

administration of justice.
(3) In matters of transfers, the opinion of the CJI is determinative and the 

consent of the judge concerned is not required.
(4) However, the CJI should take into account the views of the CJ of the HC 

concerned and the views of one or more SC judges who are in a position to 
do so.

Criticism of 
the Collegium

 z A mechanism unforeseen by the constitution makers.
 z Undemocratic - Not accountable to the citizens and hence can’t be regarded as 

responsible decision making.
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  z Blurring distinction between appointments and functioning - In matters 
of functioning of judiciary, Executive shouldn't have a say but in case of 
appointments Executive can’t be disregarded.

 z Merit of judges can’t be solely ascertained on the basis of seniority.
 z Its functioning is opaque  -As Justice P.N. Bhagwati once described it as a 

sacred ritual whose mystery is confined only to a handful of high priests.
 z Judges appointing Judges leads to nepotism. This causes competent persons 

being ignored and the quality of judiciary suffering.
 z No independent intelligence gathering mechanism -The judiciary does not 

have its own independent intelligence gathering mechanism on judges to 
ascertain the worthiness of candidates.

 z Interpretative jurisdiction of judiciary questioned by the 214th Law commission 
Report as interpretative jurisdiction does not mean addition of the collegium 
in the Constitution.         

Way Forward 
 

 z The Collegium has published a resolution promising to make its various 
decisions public.

 z Revealing the reasons behind these decisions must be done carefully since it 
would put personal information in the public domain. 

 z The individual affected by the decision must be made aware of the reasons and 
it should be her/his discretion to release the findings to the public or not.    

 z Expanding the zone of consideration with respect to appointments to refute 
the criticism that many appointees hail from families of retired judges.

 z Memorandum of Procedure for judicial appointments to reform the collegium’s 
functioning through a collaborative effort of the Judiciary and Executive is the 
step in the right direction.

Source PRS, The Hindu, Indian Express, LiveMint

 

Syllabus  z GS2: Functioning of the Parliament
Question  z Examine the ramification of lakhs of people not making to the National Register 

of Citizens and the impact it would have on India - Bangladesh relations.
Why in news?  z The Final list of Assam’s National Register of Citizens was released on 31 Aug 

2019 in Guwahati.
 z Out of the 3,30,27,661 applicants 3,11,21,004 persons are included in the final 

NRC.
 z SC ordered publication of the final NRC on July 31, 2019, albeit it was extended 

by a month because of the floods in the state.
 z SC rejected State and Central governments plea for more time to conduct 

sample re-verification. 

2 NRC - Post final list challenges
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Recent 
Initiatives by 
the Govt

 z Setting up additional Foreigners Tribunals (FT)
(1) By September 1, 200 FTs will be operational, 100 of which already exist.
(2) These are to come up at the block level for the convenience of the appellants.
(3) They will adjudicate on the citizenship of suspected illegal immigrants.
(4) Those receiving exclusion notices can appeal to the designated Tribunal 

within 120 days.
(5) Anyone aggrieved by the decision of FT's to can approach the High Court 

and then the SC.
(6) Ministry of Home Affairs has amended the Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 

2019 empowering an individual to approach the FT.
 z People left off the National Register of Citizens (NRC)

(1) Will not be stateless and to continue enjoying all rights as before.
(2) To have access to legal aid through the District Legal Service Authorities.
(3) Not be detained until FT’s declare them as foreigners or they have exhausted 

all the remedies available under the law.
Challenges  z Humanitarian crisis over the release of final NRC and the post-NRC scenario.

 z Prolonged Procedure as those left out will have to approach High Court and 
the Supreme Court.

 z Inadequate number of tribunals - The number of foreigner tribunals needed 
for an exercise of this scale is reported to be 1000. Thus currently they are 
grossly inadequate. 

 z Time required - Even after scaling up the number of tribunals the exercise will 
still need several years for completion. 

 z Functioning of Tribunal - There has been criticism on the functioning of the 
tribunal regarding adhoc functioning, ex-parte judgments, inadequate and 
trained staff, lawyers appointed as presiding officers, anecdotal evidence of 
targets for declaring people as illegal migrants. 

 z Monitoring people excluded from the list and sending them to detention 
centres.

 z Psychological Impact on Children as has been highlighted by an Assam based NGO.
(1) 2018 report, Amnesty International stated children were detained without 

access to counselling.
(2) A 2018 National Human Rights Commission report on Assam’s detention 

centres underlined the need for care and protection of foreigner’s children 
in detention camps under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of 
Children) Act, 2015.

 z Opposition to the NRC Exercise as
(1) It assumes some people to have superior right to be in India and the rest 

to be kicked out.
(2) Foreigners in Assam: a blast from the past - a report by the Rights group 

says
(a) Assam witnessed a huge influx of immigrants from 1901 to 1971, which 

reduced drastically thereafter.
(b) Between 1901 to 1971 the average decadal growth rate of Assam’s 

population was almost double of India.
(c) This demographic change in Assam was accepted by All Assam Students 

Union (AASU) under the Assam Accord.
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(3) Contrary to expectations - exclusion figure of 19 lakh has vindicated the 
stand of both the AASU and APW who were expecting double of this 
number.

Inherently 
Flawed NRC 
process

 z Hierarchy of appeals face following problems: 
(1) Appreciation of facts is limited to the tribunal stage, who's call on documents 

is often considered the last word.
(2) Not everyone who loses in the High Court can come to the Supreme Court 

as they have already exhausted all their finances. 
 z Cases going Ex-prate: Because people have not received notices or claim that 

they have not received notices. 
 z Documents Issues:

(1) The burden of proof to prove one’s citizenship was shifted to residents 
through documents.

(2) It becomes difficult to furnish documents to prove ancestry to an identified 
Indian citizen.

(3) Even after succeeding in producing the documents, they are often rejected 
for small discrepancies.

(4) The question of admission of documents in SC some benches take a strict 
view while others are kind enough to probe further. 

 z Why FT is a bad idea
(1) Working of FT's

(a) Is hostile and arbitrary, without much regard to the due process of law.
(b) They are driven by informal targets to maximise the numbers of persons 

to be declared foreigners.
(2) Members of FT's

(a) Their presiding officers is often a lawyer with no judicial experience.
(b) They are appointed with no security of tenure by the State government.

(3) It will be a long-drawn process. To make matters worse Assam government 
has hinted to re-verify even those who have made it to final NRC.

 z SC's intervention unwanted: The administrative exercise may come to a halt 
and may require frequent court orders resulting in delays.

 z CJI's involvement has led to debate since
(a) He himself is an Ahom by ethnicity.
(b) He is an Assamese resident, who comes under NRC’s ambit.

 z Wrongful inclusions: Despite rejected by the SC, the Center and State had 
pleaded for re-verification of 20% applicants along the international borders.

 z No closure - Despite the long drawn exercise carried out under SC's watch, 
there is no sense of closure for the people of Assam, since the state government 
is not satisfied and has already declared intent for another recheck. 

What next 
after being 
declared illegal
 

 z System of work permits could be instituted.
 z Sharing of Burden with friendly state governments.
 z Renewed attempt to nudge Dhaka to take in some of the declared foreigners 

with appropriate deal sweeteners.
 z Basic rights needed for human dignity, bereft of political and economic rights 

enjoyed by citizens must be ensured. 
Consequences 
of releasing

 z Citizens becoming stateless by losing their Indian citizenship and denial by 
Bangladesh, to accept that any of their citizens had crossed over to
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NRC neighbouring Assam.
 z Humanitarian concerns on ground as several reports highlighted people dying 

of stress or committing suicide for not making to the list. 
 z NCAT Report titled 'Assam’s NRC: Four Million Tales of Mental Torture, Trauma 

and Humiliation stated people were suffering from sleep disorders, appetite 
loss, feeling shameful and isolated. 

 z Living as second class citizens - if are allowed to live in India. They will be 
powerless, susceptible to social violence and intense state scrutiny.

Way Forward  z For those who made it to the List - Under the Citizenship (Registration of 
Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003 govt should issue 
photo identity cards to these people.

 z For those who didn’t - Avenues such as right to property and employment 
without voting rights could be explored.

 z Sealing the porous borders with all neighbouring countries is of utmost 
importance to avoid reoccurrence of such events in future.

Source Indian Express, The Hindu, The wire, Livemint

 

Syllabus  z GS2: Govt Policies and intervention for development in various sector and 
issues arising out of their design and implementation.

Question  z discuss the recent amendments to the Motor Vehicle Act and how they will be 
a game changer in ensuring road safety in India.

Why in news?  z The Motor Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2019 introduced by the Minister for 
Road Transport and Highways was passed by the Parliament.

 z The bill amended the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988. 
Some Quick 
Facts

 z Every year 1.5lakh lives are lost in the 5 lakh road accidents in India.
 z Road accident fatalities jumped 54% in 2015 compared to previous decade.

Features of 
the Act

 z Central Government to formulate a scheme for
(1) Cashless treatment of road accident victims during golden hour.
(2) Providing interim relief to claimants seeking compensation under third 

party insurance. 
 z Increases compensation for hit and run cases

(1) In case of death, from Rs 25,000 to two lakh rupees
(2) In case of grievous injury, from Rs 12,500 to Rs 50,000.

 z Motor Vehicle Accident Fund to be constituted by the central govt to provide 
compulsory insurance cover to all road users in India. 

 z The Fund is to be utilised for a range of activities which include
(1) Treatment of injured person in a road accident
(2) In case of hit and run accident
(3) Compensation to the representatives of the person who died
(4) Compensation to a person grievously hurt

3 Motor Vehicle Amenment Act.
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(5) Compensation to any other persons
 z Defining good Samaritans as someone rendering medical or non-medical 

assistance to a victim at the scene of an accident.
 z No civil or criminal action against Samaritans - In case of injury or death of an 

accident victim while providing such assistance. 
 z Recall of vehicles - if a defect in the vehicle is causing harm to the environment, 

or the driver, or other road users.  
 z Developing National Transportation Policy in collaboration with state govt.
 z National Road Safety Board to be set up by the central govt
 z The board will advise Central and State Govt on

(1) Standards of motor vehicles
(2) Registration and licensing of vehicles
(3) Standards for road safety
(4) Promotion of new vehicle technology.

 z Increased Penalties with provision of increasing the penalties by 10 % every 
year by the Central govt.

 z Taxi aggregators (e.g. OLA or Uber) to be issued license from state govt. Such 
platforms are to comply with Information Technology Act, 2000.

Objectives 
Behind the Act

 z Reducing by half the number of road accidents and the lives lost in those 
accidents.

 z Safeguarding fatal spots vulnerable to road accidents by spending a total of Rs. 
14,500 crore.  

 z Protection against harassment to those who help accident victims.
 z Friendlier third-party insurance terms with no cap on liability of insurers and 

quicker claims processing.
 z Insurance of all road users including pedestrians has been made mandatory.
 z Pan India appeal as the Bill is based on the recommendations of the Group of 

Transport Ministers (GoM) from 18 States and different political parties.
 z It gets tougher to obtain driving licence ensuring only qualified drivers hit the 

roads.
 z Also seeking a driving licence through technology driven platform with reduced 

human interface will help curb corruption.  
 z National register of driving licence - making transfer of vehicles across states 

easier and weeding out fake licences.
Challenges  z Road transport is a subject in the Concurrent List.

 z Corruption at the Regional Transport Offices.
 z Costs of employing electronic monitoring, CCTV cameras, speed guns and other 

such equipment as provided under the Act.
 z Formula used to calculate compensation need a closer attention.  

Criticism  z The Opposition has alleged the Govt of
(1) Escaping scrutiny of a select panel as the Bill was defective.
(2) Misled the Rajya Sabha as the Bill is not the same as passed by Lok Sabha 

earlier.
 z High Penalties and Fines: The penalties have been raised multi fold to increase. 

This is not only burdensome for the citizens but also increase the scope for 
corruption.
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 z Imposing multi fold increased penalties on violators should have been done 

more gradually.
 z Unaddressed concerns as highlighted by the Supreme Court in the Motor 

Vehicles Act in Jai Prakash v. M/S. National Insurance Co. &Ors. For instance
(1) Vehicle who don’t give passage to emergency ambulance to be liable for 

punishment and fines.
(2) As against lump - sum award, disbursements of smaller amounts over a 

longer period of time to victims or their kin is also overlooked by the new 
Act.

 z Delays in settlement - due to procedural delays of Tribunals, for which the new 
Act does not provided any remedy.

Way Forward  z The fines collected from should be exclusively used for road safety and not for 
running the government as suggested by the International Road Federation 
(IRF).

 z The road safety body must find solutions, such as entering into public-private 
partnership for stopping issuing false challan by the enforcement agencies.

 z As directed by the Supreme Court the road safety fund must be used for 
automation of traffic enforcement, installation of intelligent transportation 
systems and devices to improve traffic safety.

Source PRS, Business Line, Indian Express, Livemint

 

Syllabus GS 3: Indian Economy.
Question  z The bank consolidation can confer significant benefits to the economy. But it 

must be a well thought out strategy by looking at synergies and assessing the 
likely costs and benefits. Discuss

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Finance Ministry announced a big consolidation of public sector banks: 10 
public sector banks to be merged into four.

 z The move comes amid the looming slowdown. 
More in the 
news

 z Mergers –
(1) Punjab National Bank, Oriental Bank of Commerce and United Bank. 
(2) Canara bank and Syndicate bank
(3) Union Bank, Andhra Bank and Corporation Bank
(4) Indian Bank and Allahabad Bank

 z Half of the 12 PSBs after merger- Punjab National Bank, Canara Bank, Union 
Bank of India, Indian Bank, State Bank of India, and Bank of Baroda—will be 
able to compete at a global level.

Background  z A merger is simply the combining of two business entities to form a larger one 
but with no explicit change in ownership.

 z The Narasimhan Committee recommendation (1994):

4 Bnak Mergers
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(1) Consolidation through a process of merging strong banks.
(2) There should be six large globally competitive banks.
(3) Shutting down the weaker banks and not merging them with the strong 

ones.
Rationale 
behind the 
mergers

 z Big Banks of Global competence:
(1) To create big banks of global competence with an enhanced capacity to give 

credit.
(2) It will increase their operational efficiency by reducing their cost of lending.

 z Move Towards $5 trillion Economy:
(1) The banks can leverage economies of scale and balance sheet size to serve 

the needs of a $5-trillion economy by 2024.
(2) To fund the growth needs of the economy, large banks would have higher 

risk-taking capacity.
 z Improved Efficiency: Mergers of weak banks would mean fewer, better-

capitalised banks and improved regulatory oversight. 
 z Capital adequacy:

(1) Merging stressed, weaker banks with larger, stronger banks will enable 
effective management of NPA and allow for greater credit availability. 

(2) It is also followed by the decision to implement front loaded recapitalization.
 z Rationalization:

(1) It will help rationalize costs across many areas including branches, people, 
technology etc.

(2) Customers would be able to get better service and better product suite and 
the best of all the merged entities.

Issues/ 
Challenges

 z Lacking in overall Synergies:
(1) Mergers are driven by synergies in products, business, geographies, 

technology and cost synergies.
(2) The newly merged entities seem to have only geographical synergies.

 z Varying financial strength and NPAs burden:
(1) Out of the 10 banks that the government has decided to merge to create 

four, nine have net non-performing assets (NPAs) of over 5%.
(2) Due to high bad loans of the merged entities, profitability could be impacted 

in the near term.
 z Board Level Appointments:

(1) These are often political appointees, with little exposure to banking.
(2) The global bank definition is not just about size, but also professionalism in 

governance.
 z Integration and Poor Cultural Fit:

(1) Various banks from merged entities currently operating on different 
technology platforms.

(2) There would be disparities in the form of regional allegiances and the 
different cultures of banks.

(3) There are possible monopolistic and anti-competitive tendencies which 
might accrue from merger.

 z Against Financial Inclusion: The merger goes against the idea of decentralisation 
and penetration of the banking services to different regions and to distant 
people.
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Way Ahead  z Governance and Management Reforms:
(1) The  benefits of the big scale cannot be used until pending reforms in 

governance and management of the banks are implemented.
(2)  The key reforms to be made are at the board level, including in appointments, 

especially of government nominees.
 z Overall Synergy Required:

(1) The merger will require the overall synergy in terms of cost, products, 
business, technology etc.

(2) Also, it requires harmonisation of asset quality and provisioning levels 
among the merging banks.

 z Staff and Culture Rationalization: The success of these mergers, therefore, will 
hinge on how well these banks handle the sensitive issue of staff, technology 
and culture rationalisation.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, IE, ET.
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Syllabus GS 2: International Relations. GS 3: Economy
Question  z Elaborate what are the different issues the World Trade Organization (WTO) is 

facing. What role India can play to address the current issue.
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The US President criticised the World Trade Organization (WTO) for allowing 
countries like India and China to engage in unfair trade practices. 

 z He argued that these countries are not developing economies, as they claim to 
be, but instead grown economies.

 z Thus, these countries do not deserve any preferential trade treatment from the 
WTO over developed countries.

More in the 
news

 z The “developing country” status:
(1) It allows a member of the WTO to seek temporary exemption from the 

commitments under various multilateral trade agreements ratified by WTO.
(2) Developing countries can continue to impose tariffs and quotas on goods 

and services in order to limit imports and promote domestic producers.
(3) The system was introduced during the initial days of the WTO as a mechanism 

to offer some respite to poor countries.
(4) WTO does not formally classify any of its members as a developing country.
(5) Individual countries are allowed to unilaterally classify themselves as 

developing economies.
(6) As many as two-thirds of the 164 members of the WTO have classified 

themselves as developing countries.
About WTO  z World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organisation which 

regulates international trade between nations.
 z To help foster more trading by lowering various barriers to trade such as tariffs, 

subsidies and quotas.
 z It provides a framework for negotiating trade agreements and a dispute 

resolution process aimed at enforcing participants' adherence to WTO. 
Challenges 
WTO facing

 z Trade War and Protectionism: The escalations have been taking place due to 
following complex set of factors:
(1) The emerging economic rivalry between the US and China.
(2) The deadlock between developed and developing countries regarding the 

future of trade negotiations.
 z Relevance of WTO: The increase in trade tensions between countries have 

raised questions about the WTO’s purpose and relevance.
 z US Administration:

(1) The US administration has repeatedly threatened to pull out of the 
organisation calling it to be unfair.

(2) It is repeatedly flouting the WTO rules and unilaterally imposing tariffs on 
other countries.

5 WTO: Relevance and Challenges



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)   19

The Unique Academy

 z Dispute settlement in crisis:
(1) The U.S. has systematically blocked the appointment of new Appellate Body 

members (“judges”) which would impede the work of the WTO appeal 
mechanism.

(2) With only four working members out of seven normally serving office in 
July 2018, the institution is under great stress.

(3) If no appointment is made, it will stop functioning by December 2019, with 
only one remaining member.

India's 
Position in DSS

 z India is one of the most active participants of the Dispute Settlement System 
(dSS). 

 z India needs to ensure that the DSS continues to survive.
 z It also makes efforts to preserve the interests of developing countries and least 

developed countries (LdCs).
 z It is timely for India to identify areas for reforms to enable the DSS to function 

effectively and efficiently.
Concerns of 
Developing 
countries

 z Following are the significant issues of concern to developing countries:
(1) Push for a new decision-making model at the WTO- from the current all-

member consensus principle to small group-based plurilateral.
(2) Push for negotiations on e-commerce where understanding is limited. 

While developed countries pushing for it, developing countires fears that 
the new global e-commerce rules could provide unfair market access to 
foreign online retail firms, hurting the rapidly growing domestic start-ups.

(3) Push for abolishing flexibilities available to developing countries.
(4) Prevent the Dispute Settlement Mechanism (DSM) from becoming 

dysfunctional.
Way Ahead  z Need of Multilateralism: All countries need mutually agreed discipline on 

market access, customs duties, etc.
 z Role of Emerging Economies: Significance of emerging economies have 

increased many since the formation of WTO. This should be reflected in WTO 
functioning.

 z India's Role:
(1) India should be more actively engaged in how to arrest the slide and then 

make the WTO a more equitable organisation.
(2) India needs to work on persuading all members of the WTO to return to the 

table and negotiate on issues like agriculture, industrial tariffs, and services.
Source The Hindu, Indian Express, LiveMint.
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Syllabus GS 2:  Issues relating Education.
Question  z What are Institutions of Eminence? Enlist the reasons of proposing such 

institutions and its significance. Also mention if there exist any concern 
associated with it.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z Recently, the HRD Ministry has awarded the status of Institutions of Eminence 
to the IIT-Madras, the IIT-Kharagpur, Delhi University, Benares Hindu University 
and the University of Hyderabad.

 z The Institutions of Eminence scheme aims at developing 20 world-class 
institutions which would put India on the global education map.

Background/ 
Need of the 
IoE

 z Indian Universities lagging behind:
(1) There is no Indian university among top 200 in recent Times World University 

Rankings 2019.
(2) There are only 5 Indian institutes among top 500.
(3) China fared well this time having several universities in top 200.
(4) The absence of world-ranked universities reflects negatively on India’s 

status as a soft power.
(5) Indian Universities do not produce enough cutting-edge research.

 z It is in this line, UGC had approved setting up/upgrading of 20 Institutions as 
world class teaching and research institutions.

About the 
Scheme

 z Plan: To establish 20 (10 public and 10 private) world class institutes in the 
country as Institutions of Eminence (IoE).

 z Objective:
(1) To give 20 universities wide-ranging autonomy in administrative and 

financial matters so that they can emerge as world-class universities.
(2) To take Indian Institutes in top 500 of the world ranking in 10 years and in 

top 100 of the world ranking eventually overtime.
 z Attributes of IoEs:

(1) The institutes will be free from most UGC regulations.
(2) They will not have to adhere to UGC mandated curriculum and would be 

free to fix their own curriculum and syllabus.
(3) They would be able to admit 30% of foreign students on merit and deciding 

the fee charged from foreign students.
(4) They can recruit foreign faculty upto 25% of its faculty strength.
(5) They shall be free to enter into academic collaborations with other 

institutions of India.
Eligibility  z The institute needs to be a good mix of Central Universities as well as Arts, 

Management and Technical Institutes.
 z It should be among:

(1) Top 50 in the National institution Ranking Framework in their category.
(2) Top 500 in internationally recognised rankings.

 z Public Institutes that are eligible are as follows:

6 Institutions of Eminence
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(1) Central Universities.
(2) Government-owned and controlled Deemed to be Universities.
(3) Institution of National lmportance such as IITs, NITs, etc.
(4) State Universities set up under a law made by Legislative Assembly of a 

State.
 z The private Institutions can also be granted Eminence tag as greenfield project.

Significance  z Autonomy:
(1) The Institutes will have freedom to choose their own path to become world 

class institutions.
(2) The IoEs can become model academic innovation and equity of access, and 

lead to a transformation of higher education.
 z Quality Education and Research:

(1) The IoE would provide high quality teaching stuff which would help produce 
high skill scholars in the country.

(2) With significant new financial grants institutions will be able to innovate on 
courses and encourage research.

 z Alleviating India's Stature:
(1) The rise of Indian universities among the world’s best will help India 

augment both its soft power and hard power.
 z Brain Gain and Economic contribution: The young talent attracted to these 

institutes contributes to the research and also benefit the nation economically.
Issues/ 
Challenges

 z Minimal Impact:
(1) India currently has approximately 800 universities, 39,000 colleges and 

12,000 standalone institution.
(2) Direct benefits that may accrue from implementing this proposal are likely 

to be minimal.
 z Increase Inequities in Higher Education:

(1) There is the risk of reinforcing existing structural inequalities in the education 
system.

(2) The broad reforms need to carried out in overall higher education alongside 
creating institutions of eminence.

 z Low R&D Expenditure:
(1) Among countries with a comparable research output, India with 0.8% R&D 

lag behind Russia, Brazil, South Korea, Singapore etc.
(2) The growth of the institutes will also depend on policies to raise the 

expenditure on R&D as a percentage of GDP.
 z Jio Controversy: There is widespread controversy over Government's selection 

of yet to come Jio Institutes as IoE.
Way Ahead  z Overall Focus:

(1) The long-term goal should be to raise the quality of higher education in all 
institutions through academic reform.

(2) Need to give all higher education institutions complete autonomy.
 z The Other Reforms are needed such as:

(1) Public universities should be insulated from political pressures.
(2) Vice-chancellors should be appointed on merit, free of ideological biases.
(3) Improved faculty-student ratio.
(4) Increased transparency and accountability on outcomes.
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 z Equitable Spread: Ensure that there is an equitable geographical distribution 
of the selected 20 institutions across the country.

 z Funding Agency:
(1) Create a new agency that provides research funding on merit to faculty 

members in both public and private universities.
(2) It will spur competition between faculty members and institutions.

Source The Hindu, IE, India Today, The Wire.

 

7 Uniform Civil Code

Syllabus  z GS2: Indian Constitution and its significant provisions.
Question  z What do you understand by Uniform Civil Code? How did the Constitutional 

makers view it? Also elaborate the various arguments in support and in 
opposition to the uniform civil code. 

Why in news?  z While hearing a matter relating to properties of a Goan, the Supreme Court 
described Goa as a shining example of Uniform Civil Code.

More in News  z The Court Observed
(1) The founders of the Constitution had “hoped and expected” a Uniform 

Civil Code (UCC) for India.
(2) Though Hindu laws were codified there has been no attempt to frame 

UCC, despite exhortations by the court in Shah Bano and other cases. 
(3) Portuguese Code was no more a foreign law as it was applicable to Goa, 

Daman and Diu by an Act of Parliament post annexation.
 z Under the Portuguese Civil Code, which is applicable in Goa, diu and daman, 

there is uniform civil code.
What is UCC  z One law for all religious communities in a country in their personal matters 

such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, adoption etc.
 z Indian constitution in Art 44 of the Directive Principle of State Policy (DPSP) 

lays down that the state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the 
citizens throughout the territory of India.

 z Though not justiciable the principles laid down therein are fundamental in 
governance.

 z Does India not have a uniform code in civil matters?
(1) Indian laws do follow a uniform code in most civil matters e.g. Indian 

Contract Act, Civil Procedure Code and etc.
(2) States, however, have made amendments to them and therefore in certain 

matters, there is diversity even under these secular civil laws.
 z Is there one common personal law for any religious community?

(1) All Hindus are not governed by one law, nor are all Muslims or all Christians.
(2) Not only British legal traditions, even those of the Portuguese and the 

French remain operative.
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 (3) For instance, registration of Muslim marriages differs from place to place. It 
was compulsory in J&K but optional in Bengal.

(4) In the Northeast, there are more than 200 tribes with their own varied 
customary laws.

 z UCC and its relation to fundamental right to religion
(1) An individual’s freedom to religion under Art 25 is subject to public order, 

health, morality and other provisions relating to fundamental rights.
(2) But a group’s freedom under Article 26 has not been subjected to other 

fundamental rights.
(3) There was a division in Constituent Assembly on the issue of weather 

putting UCC in the fundamental rights chapter. 
(a) By a 5:4 majority the matter was settled by a vote.
(b)  Fundamental rights sub-committee headed by Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

held that the provision was outside the scope of fundamental rights.
(c) Hence UCC was made less important than freedom of religion.

 z What is more important Fundamental Rights or DPSP
(1) The Supreme Court in Minerva Mills (1980) stated
(2) Indian Constitution is founded on the bed-rock of the balance between 

Parts III (Fundamental Rights) and IV (Directive Principles).
(3) To give absolute primacy to one over the other is to disturb the harmony of 

the Constitution.
(4) Art 31C inserted through 42nd Amendment of 1976 lays down, that if a law 

is made to implement any directive principle, it cannot be challenged on 
the ground of being violative of the fundamental rights under Articles 14 
and 19.

In Support of 
UCC 

 z A Secular Republic - needs a common law for all citizens rather than differentiated 
rules based on religious practices.

 z UCC is an explicitly stated goal in our dPSP. 
 z Ensuring gender justice as the rights of women are usually limited under 

religious law.
 z It is argued that they violate the Fundamental Rights under Art 14, 15 and 21. 
 z Article 15 of the constitution makes the Personal Laws obsolete. 
 z The provision for divorce in some personal laws is biased in favour of men.
 z It is argued that some instances of conversion are believed to have taken place 

on account of differences in personal laws. 
 z The inheritance laws are different across communities which discriminate 

against women
 z It is believed by some sections that it will help in ushering true secularism and 

national integration.
 z India is also signatory of international conventions such as International 

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966, and International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), 1979. 
These require implementation of equality among citizens.

Opposition to 
UCC

 z The issue has become heavily politicized and has lost its real focus regarding 
equality and gender justice. 

 z Implementing it in times where minorities are living in fear, it would be counter 
productive. 
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 z There is no clarity on what the UCC would entail, hence minorities live in fear 
that ideas of the majority will dominate the minority. 

 z Constitution framers in Art 44 used the term ‘uniform’ and not ‘common’.
(1) Uniform means: same in similar conditions.
(2) Common means - one and same in all circumstances whatsoever.
(3) If at all the framers intended to have UCC they would have inserted personal 

laws in exclusive jurisdiction of the Parliament.
(4) But “personal laws” are mentioned in the Concurrent List which indicates 

their intention of preserving the legal diversity.
 z Other directive principles (for e.g. right to work, living wages, distribution of 

community resources to sub-serve the common good and etc) which are more 
important than a UCC are not implemented. 

 z Law Commission’s consultation paper on reform of family laws -
(1) UCC is neither feasible nor desirable.
(2) Instead adopting an approach, which facilitates establishment of a body of 

civil law that promotes equality within the law governing each community.
(3) It advocates removal of discriminatory provisions in the law relating to 

aspects such as marriage, divorce, succession and adoption in all religions.
(4) Adoption of certain universal principles that addresses gender bias and 

other forms of existing discrimination.
(5) With regard to

(a) Marriage - Making 18 years the marriageable age for all communities 
and genders,

 ¾ The present age of 21 for men affirms the stereotype that the wife 
should be younger.

 ¾ Abolition of the 30-day notice period for civil marriages to prevent 
its misuse by those against inter-caste and inter-religious marriages.

(b) Divorce - Decriminalising adultery and making it a common ground for 
divorce.

 ¾ Simplifying the ‘no-fault’ divorce procedure and introducing 
‘irretrievable breakdown’ as a ground for divorce.

 ¾ Removing illness that can be cured or controlled from possible 
grounds for divorce.

Way Forward 
 

 z Amending the personal laws of the communities to bringing about changes for 
their betterment is one thing but to tinker with the enactment with the sole 
purpose of introducing uniformity is quite another.

 z Just laws which uphold the universal principles of equality, non-discrimination 
and avoidance of taboos are far more important than uniform law.

 z Piecemeal reforms in aspects such as marriage, adoption, succession and 
maintenance should be the way forward.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Livemint

 



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)   25

The Unique Academy

Syllabus GS 2: Protection of vulnerable sections and Issues relating to Health
Question  z What are e-cigarettes? Discuss the problems associated with e-cigarettes with 

reference to the recent government’s announcement of ban on it.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Union government has promulgated an ordinance to ban the e-cigarettes 
nationwide.

More in the 
news

 z The Union cabinet has made the manufacture, import, sale, distribution and 
advertisements of e-cigarettes a cognizable offence.

 z The sale includes online sale and the advertisement of e-cigarettes.
 z Punishment: It is punishable with imprisonment or fine which increases with 

subsequent violations.
About 
e-cigarette

 z E-cigarettes are battery-operated devices that produce aerosol by heating a 
solution containing nicotine.

 z These devices belong to a category of vapour-based nicotine products called 
Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS).

 z These are not licensed in India and are often marketed as products that are less 
harmful than cigarettes and which can help smokers quit.

 z Vaping consists of inhaling the vapour of a heated liquid inside e-cigarettes.
 z Safer Alternative:

(a) The promoters argue that it provides the adult smokers with an option to 
shift to cleaner nicotine consumption which substantially reduce the health 
risks associated with combustible smoking.

(b) It has been argued that e-cigarettes actually help smokers quit smoking.
Background  z According to Global Adult Tobacco Survey (GATS 2) 2016-17, an estimated 

0.02% Indian adults use e-cigarettes.
 z Introduced about 10 years ago in India, e-cigarettes rapidly gained popularity, 

especially among the youth.
 z A misconception among students, parents and teachers that these cigarettes 

are free of nicotine also contributed to their appeal.
 z Many studies show that smokers who use e-cigarettes are less, not more, likely 

to quit smoking.
E-cigarettes 
market in 
India

 z The vapour products market is in a nascent state ($15 million in 2017)in India 
but was expected to experience rapid growth.

 z A recent study by Prescient and Strategic Intelligence showed that India’s 
e-cigarette market was expected to reach $45.3 million.

Why 
government 
banned
e-cigarettes?

 z Government approved a ban on e-cigarettes, citing the need to take early 
action to protect public health.

 z Other arguments by government:
(1) Chemicals used in e-cigarettes as solvents are hazardous and could be fatal.
(2) E-cigarettes are used as a style statement, and the government wants to 

stop the contagion before it spreads.

8 E-Cigarettes
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(3) Children and students are found to be vulnerable to ENDS.
Problems/ 
Challenges 
with 
e-cigarettes

 z Long-term Impact Unknown:
(1) We do not have sufficient research to understand the long-term health 

effects of e cigarettes.
(2) Vaping needs to be studied for “a minimum of 20 years” before it can be 

conclusively regarded as safe.
(3) Most e-cigarettes have been in circulation for a little over a decade, and its 

technology is constantly evolving.
 z Users prone to become Conventional smokers:

(1) Research suggests that many youngsters, who would otherwise have never 
started using nicotine, took up conventional smoking after being introduced 
to e-cigarettes.

(2) Most of them become ‘dual users’, continuing to smoke cigarettes while 
also taking to e-cigarettes.

(3) This makes them vulnerable to added health risks.
 z Adverse Impact on Health:

(1) Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - use of e-cigarettes could have 
adverse effects on humans, which include DNA damage, carcinogenic, 
cellular, molecular and immunological toxicity, respiratory, cardiovascular 
and neurological disorders.

(2) It could have an adverse impact on foetal development and pregnancy as 
well.

 z Violations and Fatalities:
(1) The companies often violate the WHO’s Framework Convention on Tobacco 

Control, which prohibits the sale of any product that appeals to minors.
(2) There are incidents of fires and explosions caused by devices, resulting in 

injuries, loss of lives and property.
 z Higher Nicotine:

(1) The nicotine content in e-cigarette is higher than that of combustible 
cigarettes.

(2) As per some studies, Nicotine can affect brain development in the under-
25s, and have a detrimental effect on adult brains.

 z Other Toxic Substance:
(1) According to a report published in 2018 by the U.S. National Academies of 

Sciences, e-cigarettes do contain tiny particles which enter the lungs.
(2) Among these are metals such as nickel and lead, probably from the coil 

used to heat the liquid.
The other side  z The Association of Vapers India (AVI) term it as a black day for 11 crore smokers 

in India who have been deprived of safer options.
 z Banning e-cigarette while only regulating conventional cigarettes:

(1) E-cigarettes promoting bodies slammed the ban, alleging it as a step taken 
to protect the conventional cigarette industry.

(2) Government continues to own about 28% stake in ITC, a company which 
accounts for nearly 85% of the cigarette market in India.

 z Difficult to Implement:
(1) Bans generally don't work in India.
(2) The ban will only slow the uptake and it will damage the perception.
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(3) The ban would pave the way to underground/black market of e-cigarettes.
Way forward  z India is a signatory to the World Health Organization’s Framework Convention 

on Tobacco Control (FCTC), which calls upon countries to regulate the use of 
e-cigarettes or ban them altogether.

 z Strict Regulations instead of complete ban:
(1) Though banning the e-cigarette is a welcome step, there is fear of illegal 

trade and use of e-cigarettes.
(2) Government can lay down standards and regulate such products so that 

there is appropriate quality control and we safeguard public health.
 z Need of India-specific Study: The government should constitute independent 

scientific research on the benefits and risks posed by these products in the 
Indian context.

Source LiveMint, Indian Express, LiveMint, ET.

 

Why is it in the 
news?

 z September 6 marks 1 year of the historic NavtejJohar judgment by the five-
judge Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court.

Navtej Singh 
Johar v. Union 
of India case

 z Supreme Court had struck down Section 377 as being violative of Articles 14 
and 15.

 z The Supreme Court unanimously decriminalised part of the 158-year-old 
colonial law under Section 377 of the IPC, which criminalises consensual 
'unnatural sex'.

Fundamental 
Rights 
involved in it

 z Section 377 is said to have violated the right of equality, liberty, life, dignity and 
non-discrimination on the ground of sex. It violates the following fundamental 
rights as claimed by the petitioners:
(1) Article 14 – Right to equality
(2) Article 15 – Prohibition of Discrimination
(3) Article 21 – Right to Life and Personal Liberty
(4) Article 19 (1)(a) – Freedom of Expression

Positives after 
one year

 z Courage: It gave courage to many such individuals to come out and declare 
their orientation and debate with those opposed to such relations.

 z Corporate environment: Several organizations have supported queer rights in 
their own workplaces and some even supporting events held for advocacy of 
queer rights.  

 z Blackmailing: A permanent threat of blackmail has been made redundant.
 z Conversation: The issue of rights of the LGBTQ have become more mainstream 

than earlier.
 z Courts: After September 2018, several Courts gave positive judgements from 

different on trans rights. 
 z In Media: There’s more representation of LGBTQ community in terms of movies 

and web series.

9  LGBTQ: Challenges 1 Year after 
Navtej Johar Judgment
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Negatives 
after one year

 z Not yet legalize: Although 'unnatural sex' has been decriminalized, the 
Parliament has not passed a comprehensive law regarding protection of rights 
of the Queer community.

 z No Reforms in Personal Laws:
(1) The LGBTQ community continues to fight for the right to marriage, adoption, 

inheritance of property and total social inclusion.
(2) Many are still forced into heterosexual marriages or are ostracized.

 z Insensitivity of government which leads to violence against them.
 z Societal Mindset:

(1) Many doctors still consider homosexuality a disease.
(2) Familial and social acceptance is still a pipe dream for many.
(3) It continues to be difficult to be open at workplaces and

Recent 
judgements

 z Naz foundation Vs Govt. of Delhi, Delhi HC (2009): HC upheld that section 
377 is in violation of Fundamental Rights of the constitution such as Article 
14, 15 or 21 etc. and consensual homosexual sex between adults has become 
decriminalized in India.

 z Suresh kumarKoushal  VsNaz Foundation 2013: In this  judgment was 
overturned by  Supreme Court and upholding the constitutional validity of 
section 377.

 z 2014 NALSA Judgement: SC directed the government to declare transgender 
as 'Third gender' and take affirmative actions towards it.

 z 2017 ( Puttuswamy judgment): The SC had upheld the Right to Privacy as 
a Fundamental right.

 z Sepember 2018: In Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, A five-judge Constitution 
bench of the Supreme Court unanimously decriminalised part of the 158-year-
old colonial law under Section 377 of the IPC,

Way forward  z The role of the State and society is to provide congenial atmosphere to 
individuals to make them realise their potential so as to give their best to the 
society.

 z Transformative constitutionalism: Indian constitution ought to adapt and 
transform with the changing needs of the times. Dynamic constitutional 
interpretation should be promoted for the progressive realisation of rights as 
societies evolve, and is also essential to enable transformative constitutionalism.

 z Decriminalising homosexuality may not remove the social stigma around it. 
Legislators should frame laws to further facilitate LGBTQ issue.

 z Battling the stigma: There needs to be more of an impetus for social change 
and removing ignorance from society. There needs to be a campaign to not 
only to raise awareness but to educate people on what homosexuality is.

 z Rape law reforms for male survivors: There is a need for rape law reform to 
protect male survivors of sexual violence. There is no law to protect adult male 
victims of sexual assault.  

  Sources The Hindu , Indian Express , Hindustan Times , BBC

 



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)   29

The Unique Academy

Syllabus GS 2: Protection of vulnerable sections and Issues relating to Health
Question  z The Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) recently 

completed year. Critically analyze how the scheme fared so far.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) completed 
a year on 23rd September 2019.

More in the 
news

 z Data so far:
(1) Currently, 32 States and Union Territories are implementing the scheme.
(2) More than 10 crore beneficiary cards have been issued.
(3) About 21,000 Health & Wellness Centre (HWC) operational.
(4) PM-JAY has recorded 46.4 lakh hospital treatments worth Rs. 7,500 crore. 

60% of the amount being spent on tertiary care.
About the 
Program

 z PM-JAY:
(1) A flagship scheme of the government with an aim to bring quality 

healthcare to around 50 crore poor and vulnerable Indians.
(2) It provides annual healthcare benefits of up to Rs 5 lakh for every entitled 

family.
 z Aim:

(1) To focus on reducing the out-of-pocket health expenditure.
(2) To improve access to quality health care and meeting the unmet need of 

the population.
Background/ 
Need of PMJAY

 z Health Expenditure:
(1) In-patient hospitalization expenditure in India has increased nearly 300% 

during last ten years.
(2) Out of pocket (OOP) expenditure in India is over 70%.
(3) Nearly 6 million families get into poverty due to health expenditures 

annually.
(4) Health expenditure is estimated to contribute to 3.6% and 2.9% of rural 

and urban poverty, respectively.
 z Lack of Access to quality Healthcare:

(1) Poor find it difficult to access the quality healthcare. The available care is 
either not affordable to them or lacks in quality treatment.

(2) People are either compelled to, or prefer to, seek care from private 
providers, often at a cost beyond their paying capacity.

(3) Primary healthcare system in rural India, delivers only 8-10% of total health 
services, availed by people.

Significance of 
PMJAY

 z Affordable Access to Healthcare: PMJAY will have major impact on reduction 
of Out of Pocket (OOP) expenditure on ground of:
(1) Increased benefit cover to nearly 40% of the population, (the poorest and 

the vulnerable)
(2) Covering almost all secondary and many tertiary hospitalizations.

10  Ayushman Bharat
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 z Quality Healthcare:
(1) This will lead to increased access to quality health and medication.
(2) This will lead to timely treatments, improvements in health outcomes, 

patient satisfaction, improvement in productivity and efficiency.
(3) The beneficiaries can avail benefits in both public and empaneled private 

facilities.
Challenges 
Ahead

 z Lack of awareness of the scheme among a major chunk of entitled beneficiaries.
 z Uneven geographic distribution of poor families makes it difficult to find out 

the real targeted beneficiaries.
 z Funding Issue:
1) Government spending on healthcare in India is one of the lowest in the 

world at around 1.2% of GDP.
2) There is ambiguity in funding source for this huge program.

 z Inadequate Resources:
(1) Shortage of workforce (Doctors as well as other staff).
(2) Poor infrastructure.
(3) Compromised quality.
(4) Unavailability of services.

Other Issues 
(In one year)

 z Frauds:
(1) Confirmed frauds: 12 hospitals.
(2) Completed Investigation: 376 hospitals.
(3) FIR filed against: 6 hospitals
(4) Rs. 1.5 crore penalty levied and 97 hospitals de-empanelled.

 z Social Media Monitoring: 135 fake mobile apps and 135 fake websites reported.
 z Role of Private Sector:

(1) 53% hospitals empaneled are in the private sector.
(2) 71% hospitals empaneled have less than 25 beds and offering non-

specialized care.
Way Forward  z Awareness:

(1) Focused efforts should be made to ensure that the poor and vulnerable are 
made aware of their entitlements.

(2) Expansion of coverage to include the lower-middle and middle class must 
be prioritised.

(3) Engagement with the community and civil society.
 z Quality and Sustainability:

(1) There is a need to scale up this program with quality and sustainability for 
all stakeholders.

(2) Need to strengthen delivery mechanism which includes expansion of private 
providers’ network, shift towards organized care delivery, innovations, 
specialty, low cost, and value-based care.

 z Sustainable Funding: The government will need to adopt innovative funding 
models for long-term sustainability.

 z Need to Address the Resource situation: Poor infrastructure, shortage of 
human resources and unavailability of services.

 z Independent Body for Effective Implementation:
(1) An independent body or unit may be set up to plan, coordinate, and provide 

technical backstopping to states.
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(1) The body could also work towards capacity building and development of 
standards and guidelines for the program.

(2) It will ensure uniform and systematic approach to program.
Conclusion  z The success of the program will rely on a reformed and adequately resourced 

public sector to lead implementation, delivery, and monitoring of the scheme.
Source The Hindu, LiveMint, business Standard.

 

11 India-Russia Relations

Syllabus  z GS-2: India’s bilateral relations with Russia
Question  z In a context of recent visit by the PM to Russia, discuss the significance of Russia 

for India.  
Why is it in 
news?

 z PM Modi concluded his two-day state visit to Russia during which he held talks 
with President Putin and attended the Eastern Economic Forum as its Chief 
Guest. 

 z Mr Modi’s visit to far east region is the first by an Indian Prime Minister.
 z PM in his address recalled of India being the first country to open a consulate 

in Vladivostok.
What is EEF?  z It was established by a decree of the Russian President in 2015.

 z It aims supporting the economic development of Russia’s Far East.
 z It is also a platform to expand international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region.

What is India’s 
interest in the 
EEF ?

 z Hydrocarbon reserves in the region would help diversify India's energy sources 
away from an unstable West Asia.

 z Putting to use the trade routes in the Arctic which are becoming accessible due 
to global warming.

 z To draw Russia into the strategic forays of the Indo-Pacific.
 z The region is rich in timber, which India imports in huge quantity. 

What is Far 
East?

 z It is the less developed Asian part of Russia.
 z As a part of President Putin Pivot to Asia strategy, Russia is inviting foreign 

investments in the region.
Outcome of 
recent visit

 z India pledged to extend $1 billion Line Of Credit to Russia’s Far East Region.
 z Energy exploration and procurement, including a MoU on cooperation on LNG 

supplies to India.
 z India and Russia have agreed to cooperate on prospecting for hydrocarbons 

and LNG in the Far East and the Arctic.
 z Maritime route from Vladivostok to Chennai.

(1) It will allow India access to Russia’s Far East in 24 days compared to the 
present requirement of 40 days.

(2) Apart from opening new vistas for India(for instance India-Russia-Vietnam 
trilateral cooperation) it will also help to bring the much needed peace and 
prosperity in South China Sea.
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 z Addressing the problem of spare part supply to Indian armed forces, the two 
sides are to set up production facilities for spares in India.

 z To study Indology at the Centre of Regional and International Studies at Far 
Eastern Federal University, India is to provide an annual grant of $10,000.

 z Signing of MoU between Amity University and Far Eastern Federal University 
to intensify cultural and academic exchanges.

 z Indian professionals in Far East
(1) Make up for the deficit of manpower in the region and help stimulate its 

development.
(2) It will help balancing Russian concerns over Chinese migration into the 

region.
Areas of 
Cooperation
 

 z Defence 
 z Russia is India's largest Defence partner and in the past year alone, India has 

contracted defence deals worth about $14.5 billion from Russia.
 z Some of the Recent Procurements - 

(1) Kamov Ka-226T helicopters (to be jointly produced)
(2) Admiral Grigorovich class frigates
(3) Kalashnikov AK-203 rifles (to be produced through a joint venture in Amethi)

 z Agreement to carry payments through national currencies to  circumvent the 
Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act norms of the U.S.   

 z Joint venture Framework for co-production of military equipment – Technology 
transfer from Russia and low production cost of India can help make military 
equipment at cheaper rates for export to third countries.

 z Military logistics support agreement - For facilitating access to each others’ 
military facilities.

 z Investments
(1) Making the biggest foreign investment Russia’s Rosneft invested $12.9 

billion in India’s private oil refiner, Essar Oil.
(2) Russia is also studying the feasibility of the Nagpur-Secunderabad High 

Speed Rail and the construction of major energy and transportation 
projects.

 z Petro-Chemical - In 2012, Sibur and Reliance Industries entered into a joint 
venture for setting up the Reliance Sibur Elastomers Private Limited in Jamnagar, 
Gujarat.

 z Pursuing projects in third countries – Initiatives such as the Rooppur nuclear 
power project of Bangladesh are being executed.

 z Shanghai Cooperation Organisation(SCO) - It was the key  facilitating role 
played by Russia which helped India to obtain a membership in SCO. This move 
of Moscow has also helped to dilute China’s dominance in the organisation.   

 z Course Correction On Afghanistan – Russia has recognised India’s involvement 
in Afghanistan necessary, for the war-torn nation to have long term stability.

 z Gaganyaan project (India's manned space mission) - Russia will help train 
Indian astronauts for the mission.

Areas of 
Contention

 z For New Delhi –
(1) Russia’s growing dependence on Beijing.
(2) Collaboration with Pakistan and the Taliban in Afghanistan.

 z For Moscow
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(1) Close U.S.-India relations.
(2) Also Indo-Pacific region where India has signalled  to work with the U.S. to 

contain China’s assertive maritime rise.
(3) India too has been able to convince Russia that its engagement with the 

U.S. is in no way against Russian interests.
 z Low level of bilateral trade which is hovering around $10 billion mark.
 z Transforming 20th century partnership to make it fit for the 21st century. 

Conclusion  z The power rivalry is back in international politics with China and US making it 
more unpredictable.

 z In such scenario it makes sence for India and Russia to increase their cooperation 
to hedge against disruptive forces and making their ties sustainable.

Sources The Hindu, Indian express, Livemint, The Wire

 

Syllabus GS 2: International Relations.
Question  z Discuss the ongoing debate on deal or no-deal Brexit. What is Backstop? Also 

enlist the possible impact of Brexit on India.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Britain's Parliament enacted a law to block a no-deal Brexit next month 
(October) which was proposed by the Prime Minister Boris Johnson.

 z Mr. Johnson wants BREXIT to happen at the end of October, with or without an 
agreement.

 z Many parliamentarians however oppose a no-deal brexit as it would be 
economically devastating.

Introduction  z Brexit - British exit - refers to the United Kingdom (UK) leaving the European 
Union (EU).

 z The EU is an economic and political union involving 28 European countries.
 z It allows free trade and free movement of people to live and work in whichever 

country they choose.
 z The UK joined in 1973 (when it was known as the European Economic 

Community). 
About the 
Brexit Deal

 z It is a withdrawal agreement - which set out the terms for the exit of UK from 
EU.

 z The withdrawal agreement covered a range of things including:
(1) The rights of EU citizens in the UK and British citizens in the EU.
(2) How Much money the UK was to pay the EU (widely thought to be £39bn)
(3) The backstop for the Irish border.

 z Out of all areas of contention, "Backstop" is a major apprehension among the 
members.

 z What is Backstop?

12  BREXIT
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(1) Currently, there are no border posts, physical barriers or checks on people 
or goods crossing the border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland.

(2) The backstop is designed to ensure this continues after the UK leaves the 
EU.

(3) It comes into effect only if a comprehensive free trade deal is not quickly 
agreed between the UK and EU.

(4) It would keep the UK effectively inside the EU's customs union but with 
Northern Ireland also conforming to some rules of the single market.

 z Critics to Backstop: A different status for Northern Ireland could threaten the 
existence of the United Kingdom and fear that the backstop could become 
permanent.

 z Support to Backstop: It is necessary to maintain peace in Northern Ireland as 
not having backstop could upset the delicate peace process that ended decades 
of violence between Protestant supporters of British rule over the province, 
and Irish Catholics nationalists, who believe in a united Ireland.

 z Boris Johnson wants the EU to remove the backstop from the deal and wants 
"alternative arrangements" and technological solutions instead.

 z EU has so far refused to change the backstop.
Reasons 
behind the 
Brexit demand

 z Economic Reason:
(1) The U.K. is a net contributor to the EU similar to other large economies like 

Germany and France. 
(2) These resources are used in poorer countries of EU. This is resented by 

those who are pro-BREXIT. 
(3) U.K.’s trade ties outside the EU have not developed satisfactorily.

 z Immigration issues:
(1) Fifty per cent of British legal migrants come from EU. This has caused tensions 

for UK born workers since 75%  of jobs created are taken up by them.
(2) It burdens the national resources and adds to the welfare expenditure.

 z National Security: Perception among the UK’s citizens that immigrants pose a 
threat to national security.

 z Interference in laws:
(1) Around 17% of the UK’s laws are the result of its membership in the EU.
(2) Much of these have to do with agriculture, fishing, environmental policies, 

trade etc. which brought various limitations on UK’s parliament and people.
Impact of 
Brexit on UK 
and EU

 z No tariff free Trade:
(1) It would end the tariff-free trade status with the other EU members leading 

to hike in cost of exports.
(2) Conversely it would also increase prices of imports into the U.K. One-third 

of its food comes from the EU.
(3) Higher import prices would create inflation and may lower the standard of 

living for U.K. residents.
 z Hard Borders/ Customs check:

(1) A hard border would require all imports to go through customs check 
causing delays at borders and ports such as dover. 

(2) This may result in traffic bottlenecks, disrupting supply routes and damaging 
the economy.
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 z Ireland Issue:
(1) A customs border between the two could reignite the 30-year conflict in 

Northern Ireland between mainly Catholic Irish nationalists and pro-British 
Protestants. 

(2) The central premise of the 1998 agreement was no border would exist 
between Northern Ireland and Ireland.

 z Fall in Pound value:
(1) The value of pound is likely to fall in the event of a 'no deal' affecting the 

price and availability of some foods and medicine.
 z On Free Movement of People:

(1) EU citizens in the UK can apply for settled status, allowing them to remain 
in the country even if there is a no deal.

(2) UK expats in the EU are advised to register as residents of the country in 
which they live.

Consequences 
of a Hard 
Brexit

 z Job Cut: It could be a grave challenge for UK's financial hub London as several 
thousand jobs could be lost.

 z Real Estate:
(1) The real Estate demand would collapse leading to steep fall in prices of 

residential as well as commercial properties.
 z Technology:

(1) The United Kingdom would lose the advantages of the EU’s state-of-the-art 
technologies.

(2) The EU grants these to its members in environmental protection, 
research and development, and energy. 

 z Public Contracts:
(1) U.K. companies could lose the ability to bid on public contracts in any EU 

country since these are open only to bidders from member countries.
Impact on 
India

 z Trade Agreement:
(1) It will open up an opportunity for Trade agreement with UK.
(2) The EU too with more keen to conclude the much delayed EU- India FTA.

 z Impact on Indian Companies:
(1) Companies situated in UK need to get additional permissions to get access 

in European market.
(2) As per the Nasscom report, IT and ITeS industries will have a negative impact 

of close to $108bn.
(3) BREXIT may create recession risks that could dent IT demand further, hurting 

the 10-14% revenue growth forecast for the UK businesses of the Indian IT 
companies.

 z Effect on Education sector/students & Travel:
(1) Britain is one of the most sought-after education destinations for Indians.
(2) Before BREXIT, British universities were forced to offer scholarships and 

subsidies to the citizens of the UK and EU.
(3) Brexit frees up funds for the other students and more Indian students might 

be able to get scholarships.
(4) Reduction in pound value will reduce travelling cost to the UK and will make 

it a good travel destination.
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Way Ahead  z There are 3 Different Possibilities:
(1) Leave with no deal- Hard Exit:

(a) PM Boris Johnson and his supporters favor this outcome.
(b) Without a trade agreement, ports would be blocked.
(c) Imported food and drugs would run short. Johnson warned companies 

to prepare for this outcome.
(2) Vote again on Brexit:

(a) Members of the opposing Labour party want another referendum.
(b) They don't want the U.K. to leave the EU at all.
(c) Others want a modified deal that keeps the U.K. in the EU market and 

accepts immigrants.
(3) Approve May's deal or one similar to it- Soft Exit:

(a) As per May's plan, the U.K. was to remain within a "customs union" with 
the EU for an unspecified period.

(b) This would have continued the trade that both parties wanted. The two 
sides would not have had to impose tariffs on each other's imports. 

(c) May's opponents within her party prefer a "hard Brexit." That means 
leaving the EU with no restrictions other than a new trade agreement.

Source The Hindu, bbC, The Guardian, CNbC.

 

Syllabus  z GS 2: Global events affecting India’s interest
Question  z Examine the importance of Saudi Arabia in ensuring India’s energy security, 

also the possible impact the Indian economy would face because of disruption 
in oil supply due to the recent drone strikes on Saudi’s major oil fields.    

Why is it in 
news?

 z There was a drone attack on two oil facilities (Abqaiq and Khurais) in Saudi 
Arabia, including the world’s biggest petroleum processing facility run by state-
owned Saudi Aramco.  

 z The attacks have been claimed by Houthis, a rebel Shia group of Yemen.
 z What have the attacks caused

(1) Largest ever disruption in crude oil production in Saudi Arabia,
(2) More than half of Saudi crude output disrupted which 5% of the global oil 

supplies.
More in News  z The sudden disruption resulted in highest spike (nearly 20%) in Brent crude 

prices in more than a decade before US President affirmed to release some of 
its strategic reserves.  

 z Possible reasons behind the attacks could be
 (1) Unravelling of the P5+1+EU-Iran nuclear deal,
(2) Saudis’ reckless adventure in Yemen and,
(3) Iranian empowerment of its proxies in West Asia as its response.

13   Drone strikes on Saudi Arabia
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Importance for 
India 

 z Saudi Aramco’s importance in India’s energy security architecture
(1) After Iraq, Saudi Arabia is India’s second largest supplier of crude oil as it 

accounts for almost 17 % of country’s total imports.
(2) It is also the 2nd largest supplier of crude and cooking gas to India which 

accounts for nearly 18%.
(3) Aramco partnered to jointly develop the massive refinery and petrochemicals 

complexes in Maharashtra.
(4) In a $15 billion deal, Aramco is to buy 20% stake in the in Reliance Industries 

Ltd (RIL).
Extent of Oil 
Supply Shock 
and challenges 
to continued 
supply

 z As per a report form Kotak Institutional Equities Research, enough oil reserves 
are available to tide over the current disruption across the globe.

 z These hopes could be shattered if - 
(1) Houthis repeat the attack Saudi using drones as they have vowed to do. 
(2) The  Saudi - Iran Proxy War leads to an actual war between the two who 

are vying for the status of the regional hegemon. 
(3) Saudi is seen as an important ally and instrument of checking Iran by the US 

administration. Therefore US has linked the attack to Iran.
(4) Iran has denied any links but defended the right of Houthis to self defence. 
(5) The strife torn region is crucial for global supply lines of  oil.  

Concerns for 
India 

 z Import Dependency - India imports 80 % of its oil consumption and the out put 
cut is expected to send oil prices up $3-$5 per barrel.

 z Iran oil stopped - India is already trying to make up for the loss of supply from 
Iran after US-imposed sanctions.

 z Time for restoration - However Saudi Arabia has assured India of no loss of 
supply but if the process of restoration takes more time than anticipated, India 
would have to look for alternatives.

 z Volatility in global supply - This may not be easy since the global supply has 
been fairly volatile because of disruptions in some of the other big suppliers 
such as Venezuela, Libya and Nigeria.

Impact of high 
oil prices 

 z India is expected to import 1.6 billion barrels of crude oil in the current financial 
year.

 z but supply constraints and rising oil prices will make rupee to weaken against 
the dollar.

 z This in turn will further worsen our fiscal balance.
 z Higher oil prices will depress the demand for all things, especially those that 

use oil as the primary input such as cars.
 z May lead to lower economic activity and consequently lower revenues for the 

government.
Some recent 
happenings

 z American officials have cited Intelligence assessments and satellite pictures of 
the attacks.

 z These inputs suggest that the attacks were carried out using sophisticated 
drones and cruise missiles that could not have originated from Yemen.

 z But the Houthis have claimed responsibility while Iran has denied involvement 
and the US evidence does not provide conclusive proof to the contrary.  

Way Forward  z Escalation in tensions in Gulf would be costly hence India should join efforts to 
nudge the region towards engagement.
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 z India, being friends with all the actors in the Middle East can hep stabilize the 
relations between all concerned. 

 z Positive vibes from the US administration must be used by Iran to bring de-
escalation in the region.

 z Saudis  too must be convinced to stop its Yemen intervention and leave it to the 
UN to broker peace in a battered country.

Sources The Hindu, Indian express, Livemint

 

Syllabus  z GS-2: India’s bilateral relations with Bangladesh
Question  z Examine the role Bangladesh can play in India’s “Act East” policy. Also analyse 

how River Teesta has become a major irritant in the relation.
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, the 7th round Home Minister-level confabulation took place in New 
delhi.

 z India -Bangladesh Relations are in news also due to the much talked about visit 
of Sheikh Hasina to China and her upcoming visit to India. 

How 
important is 
Bangladesh for 
India

 z Key Gateway to East Asia, South East Asia and to North East India because of 
Bangladesh's unique geostrategic location.

 z India's largest trade partner in South Asia with bilateral trade standing at $9.3 
billion in 2017-18.

 z India is Bangladesh's largest development partner with New delhi extending 
three lines of credit worth a total of $8 billion since 2010.

 z Security Cooperation with a series of bilateral agreements relating to
(1) Biannual dialogue between border guarding forces to tackle cross-border 

trafficking and organised crime affecting both countries.
(2) Mutual legal assistance
(3) Transfer of prisoners
(4) Countering terrorism and
(5) Circulation of fake currency

 z Connectivity between India and Bangladesh is all-encompassing and the two 
are far better connected than any of their neighbours.

 z Proposed corridors to East Asia
(1) Bangladesh, China, India and Myanmar (BCIM) Economic Corridor and
(2) Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal Initiative – include Bangladesh for 

obvious geographic reasons.
(3) Opening up of rail and road connectivity, as well as movement of goods and 

people via waterways.
(4) New air links have also been added between dhaka and delhi

 z Visa-free travel: for designated age groups, to lower the ever growing demand 
for visa’s is also being explored. 

14 India-Bangladesh Relations



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)   39

The Unique Academy

 z Relation between India and Bangladesh were tested when two issues of a 
territorial nature were resolved amicably:
(1) In 2014, the United Nations' Permanent Court of Arbitration ruled in favour 

of Bangladesh in a maritime dispute, awarding Bangladesh around 19,500 
square kilometres of the 25,000 or so square kilometre sea area of the Bay 
of Bengal. 

(2) In 2015, India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement was signed that saw 
the exchange of 162 enclaves, of which 111 were received by Bangladesh 
and remaining 51 with India.

Threats to 
Ind - Bangla 
Relation
 

 z Rohingya Crisis & The India-Myanmar Equation
(1) India's unwillingness to either condemn Myanmar or pressure it to repatriate 

Rohingya refugees has not been received well in Bangladesh.
(2) Abstention from voting on a UN resolution, sponsored by Bangladesh and 

the EU on human rights violations in Myanmar.  
(3) The Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, and the India-

Myanmar-Thailand Tri-Lateral Highway - crucial for improving connectivity 
from north-eastern states eastwards, and into the Bay of Bengal

(4) India has made it clear that it will continue her engagement with Myanmar 
despite clamour of the international human rights lobbies.

(5) India offered Operation Insaniyat - Humanitarian assistance to bangladesh 
on account of influx of refugees.   

 z Assam’s NRC
(1) Assam for decades has been brewing with anti-Bangladeshi immigrant 

sentiment.
(2) NRC found a mention in the Bhartiya Janata Parties campaign during the 

recently-concluded Lok Sabha election.
 z China's growing hold on Bangladesh

(1) China’s increasing its investments in Bangladesh, and latter’s participation 
in the One belt One Road (ObOR).

(2) Bangladeshi port of Chittagong features prominently in China's Maritime 
Silk Route

(3) Cooperation among the two countries on Brahmaputra basin, where 
in China provides hydrological data to Bangladesh for free while India is 
required to pay for it.

Teesta Water 
Issue

 z Course of Teesta:
(1) Teesta is the fourth-largest but only one among 54 transboundary rivers 

flowing from India to Bangladesh.
(2) It flows for 414 km through Sikkim and West bengal and the bangladeshi 

division of Rangpur, before emptying into the Brahmaputra.
 z Concern raised by Bangladesh:

(1) India-Bangladeshi Joint Rivers Commission is functioning and cooperating 
over the Ganga River for more than two decades.

(2) India's dam building in the upper reaches of the Teesta combined with 
climate change effects adversely affected the river's flow downstream.

(3) The situation becomes grim especially in the dry season, affecting thousands 
of farmers, fishermen and boatmen in both countries.

 z What Bangladesh has demanded



 40   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

(1) A fair share of the Teesta waters in the dry season.
(2) Minimum guaranteed flows throughout the year.

 z Results of cooperation on Teesta: Benefiting all riparian states, it will lead to 
inclusive economic development, climate change resilience, improved bilateral 
relations, and greater cultural bonding.

Conclusion  z Having shown the willingness to sort out territorial disagreements and a 
commitment to uphold the agreements, Govts on both sides can must on 
similar lines resolve the riparian disagreement.

 z With increasing  Chinese presence, India must do its best to maintain and 
expand its soft power in South Asia.

Sources The Hindu, Firstpost, Indian Express, ORF, Livemint,

 

Syllabus GS 2: India and its neighborhood relations. 
Question Q. Discuss the role of Indian diaspora in strengthening India-US ties?
Why in news?  z PM Modi recently addressed Howdy Modi, a giant rally of Indian diaspora in in 

Houston, USA. US President Donald Trump too attended the event. 
The Howdy 
Modi event 
and India-US 
Relations

 z The Howdy Modi event was a community summit hosted by the Texas India 
Foundation in Houston on 22 September 2019

 z With over 50,000 people in attendance it was the largest gathering for an 
invited foreign leader visiting the United States other than the Pope.

 z Objective: To highlight the tremendous contribution of Indo-Americans in 
United States and the strong and lasting partnership between the US

 z Major Outcomes from Event:
(1) PM Modi discussed the scrapping of Article 370 for the first time on a global 

platform.
(2) He also targeted Pakistan indirectly on issue of terrorism.
(3) PM Modi highlighted the lowest tariffs for a gigabyte of data in India.
(4) President Trump vowed to protect innocent civilians from radical Islamic 

terrorism.
(5) Trump also emphasized on border security and further strengthening US-

India security relationship.
Significance of 
the event

 z The event marked the significance of Indian diaspora in American economy 
and politics.

 z It also paved the way for greater engagement with Indian diaspora in different 
parts of the world.

Recent 
Improvements 
in India-US 
relationship

 z India has been affirmed as a Strategic Defence Partner.
 z India has signed the third Foundational agreement Communications 

Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA).
 z India has been upgraded from Strategic Trade Authorization (STA)-2 to STA-1 category. 

15 India-US Relations
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 z The Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI) has been  implemented to 
facilitate trade in Defence wares along with technology transfer. 

 z Several major military exercises are conducted by forces of both the country 
eg.YudhAbhyas, Cope India, Malabar and VajraPrahar.

 z Ind-US trade has increased to $127 billion and a deficit of $27 billion is in India's 
favour. 

Setbacks to 
trade deal
 

 z A lighter or partial trade deal was expected after the event but that was not 
possible due to differences between two countries.

 z Reasons for failure of Trade Deal: Difference of opinion between the two side 
regarding issues like import duties and preferential market access.

 z USA's Stand
(1) The U.S. wanted greater access to Indian markets for medical devices, such 

as stents and knee implants, ICT and dairy products and sought the removal 
of price caps.

(2) The US had sought the removal of price caps (“Trade Margin Rationalization” 
or TMR) on medical devices and greater access for dairy products and some 
other categories of agricultural goods.

 z India’s Stand
(1) India wanted the reinstatement of preferential market access to U.S. markets 

under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program, which was 
revoked in early June.

(2) India also wanted facilitation of processes in agricultural product markets 
where it already had access (such as easier certification of food product 
irradiation facilities) and greater access in some agricultural markets.

Challenges 
ahead

 z Iran: Balancing ties with Iran and US in wake of US sanctions.
 z Visa: Resolving the issue of H-1B visas.
 z Balancing Russia: Maintaining good relations with Russia in view of International 

North South Transport Corridor (INSTC).
 z Trade deal: Arriving on to a partial trade deal in near future.
 z E-commerce: India's new e-Commerce rules have made data localisation a 

priority leading to objections by US companies such as Amazon. 
 z CATSA: Purchasing of defence ware defence American sanctions under CATSA. 
 z Tariffs: America’s current position on trade deficit and imposition of import 

duties and sanctions can hurt Indian business in the long run.
 z Untimely tilt: India’s tilt towards US is taking place at a time when the whole 

world is seeing US as 'Declining Power'.
 z UNSC membership: Issue of US support to India’s membership in UN Security 

Council.
 z Framework for Cyber security-The US would want India to join the Budapest 

convention, but, India has some apprehensions as was not a part of the drawing 
process of the treaty.

 z Paris deal withdrawal - President Trump's scepticism of climate change and 
withdrawal from the Paris deal are not good for controlling climate change. 

 z Subsidy dispute at WTO: US has objected to the MSP regime of India as a 
violation of WTO norms. 

 z Price controls of medical devices and pharmaceuticals. 
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Way forward  z A modest trade deal should be finalized in near future. This can only be achieved 
by addressing concerns of both countries and sorting out the difference of 
opinion.

 z India can play a crucial role in Indo-Pacific region. On the other side, the US 
should also help India to counter China’s assertiveness in the region.

 z India will have to be constantly careful about American demands, maintaining 
decades old friendship with Russia in wake of the S-400 missile deal and our 
own strategic interests in the neighbourhood and beyond.

Source  The diplomat, The Hindu, Livemint

 

Syllabus  z GS3: Environmental Conservation
Question  z The unprecedented increase in forest fires in Amazon has grabbed world 

attention. Discuss the possible impact the whole of humanity might face if the 
current trends continue, also suggest remedies.

Why in news?  z Over 50,000 incidents of forest fires have taken place in Amazon in 2019 
coupled with an alarming increase in deforestation.

 z The scale is large enough to be visible even from space and has been located 
by satellites. 

 z This has caused concern over rise in greenhouse gas emissions, because of the 
reduced absorption of carbon dioxide.

More in News  z 9500 distinct fires are burning though Amazon’s main basin since 15 Aug this year.
 z 80% increase in the number of fires recorded when compared to the same 

period in 2018.
 z 1,345 sq km of Amazon has shrunk which is up 39% in July 2019 as against the 

same month last year.
 z States in Amazon region have been hit the hardest in these August fires, where 

natural fires are rare.
Blazing 
Amazon  

Causes behind the Amazon Fires
 z Manmade and not wildfires - mostly set illegally by landgrabbers who clear 

forests for cattle ranching and crops. 
 z President Bolsonaro’s anti-environment rhetoric emboldened farmers, who 

organised a fire day along a highway that runs through the rainforest. 
 z Also, to attract govts attention, local farmers had set fire to sections of the 

rainforest.
What 
Importance do 
Amazon hold

 z Repository of rich biodiversity and home to many indigenous communities.
 z Produces 20 % of oxygen in the Earth’s atmosphere and has a carbon intake 

that matches the emissions released by nations in the basin.
 z Transformation of the world’s largest rainforest to a savanna if further 

deforestation happens. This will also reverse the region’s ecology.

16 AMAzON FOREST FIRES
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 z Influences the water cycle not only at a regional, but at the global scale. 
 z Room to manoeuvre in dealing with global warming is offered by Amazon and 

other terrestrial ecosystems.
 z Unlike boreal forests, is not adapted to fire => once burnt it may take centuries 

to recoup the lost indigenous trees, wildlife and carbon-storing capacity.
Role Played 
by the Govt of 
Bolsanaro

 z The President during his election campaign had  promised to open up the 
Amazon region for business.

 z He is believed to be pandering to his vote bank of agribuisness in soy and beef 
industry and small farmers. 

 z Commendable job done by earlier Brazil governments in conserving the Amazon 
had led to difficulties for small farmers who could not shift from slash-and-burn 
to intensified cultivation. 

 z The government has come under international criticism for -
 ¾ Policies that have led to Intensificaiton of degradation of rich biodiversity of Amazon. 
 ¾ Neglecting the rights of the tribals. 
 ¾ Weakening of the Environment ministry by reducing funds. 
 ¾ Failure to stop illegal logging trade. 
 ¾ driving away Norway and Germany, principal donors who have backed 

protections for the Amazon.
 z Govt stand - It has criticized those who have questioned Brazil's sovereignty 

over the Amazon or its abilities to douse the fires. 
Counter view  z Forest fires in Amazon are nothing new

(1) Most of the fires have occurred in legal Amazon.
(2) Legal Amazon are areas of Brazil that don’t have the Amazon biome, but are 

very close to Amazon.
 z (3) Many of the fires are on the land that has already been deforested for 

many years and is traditionally burnt every year.On the issue of deforestation: 
Increase in deforestation is well within the 80% reduction in deforestation that 
Brazil had achieved.

How has the 
International 
Community 
reacted?
 

 z Germany and Norway have suspended funding programmes, aimed at stopping 
deforestation in Amazon.

 z They have also accused Brazil of doing little to protect the forests.
 z French President has threatened to block the EU-Mercosur trade deal to mark 

the European Union’s displeasure.
 z Environmentalist and Conservationist have led protests and criticised   Mr. 

Bolsonaro for his comments and policies. 
Way Forward 
 

 z Protect an acre of land: Rainforest Action Network working to protect the 
Amazon “one acre at a time”. It helps local activists regain control of sustainably 
managed traditional territories, and fight against human rights abuses.

 z Buy some land - Rain Trust works with communities to buy land to protect it 
from logging, mining, and slash and burn agribusiness.

 z Support Indigenous populations: Amazon Watch works on behalf of and with 
Indigenous allies, providing direct funding and support to help them defend 
their territories and their rights.

 z Reducing wood and paper consumption to help reduce commercial pressures 
on the Amazon, as well as other forests. 
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 z Eat ethically: Cattle ranching accounts for about 80% of forest cleared in 
Amazon. An area the size of Ireland has also been cleared to grow soybean 
which is exported as cattle feed.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Down to Earth, Livemint

 

17 POSHAN Abhiyaan

Syllabus GS-2: Issues relating to poverty and hunger.
Question  z What is Poshan Abhiyan? Discuss in brief the challenges associated with the 

implementation of the PoshanAbhiyaan as a mission mode project.
Why it is in 
news?

 z Recently a study was published in The Lancet which claimed that India is unlikely 
to meet targets set under the ambitious PoshanAbhiyaan or National Nutrition 
Mission (NNM).

More about 
the study

 z The report is a joint initiative of Indian Council of Medical Research, Public 
Health Foundation of India (PHFI) and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 z The study points out that India will miss its target:
(1) for stunting levels of 25% by 9.6%;
(2) underweight target of 22.7% by 4.8%;
(3) desired low birth level of 11.4% by 8.9%;
(4) anaemia level among women of 39.4% by 13.8%;
(5) and anemia level among children of 44.7% by 11.7%.

POSHAN 
Abhiyaan

 z POSHAN Abhiyaan: is a multi-ministerial convergence mission with the vision 
to ensure attainment of malnutrition free India by 2022.

 z Objectives:
(1) Reduction in prevalence of stunting, underweight, low birth weight and 

anemia in women and children by 2022.
(2) This objective will be achieved by improving utilization of key Anganwadi 

Services and improving the quality of Anganwadi Services delivery.
 z Ministry: The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD).
 z Coverage:  315 Districts in first year, 235 Districts in second year and remaining 

districts will be covered in the third year.
 z Features

(1) Mapping of various Schemes contributing towards addressing malnutrition 
and introducing a very robust convergence mechanism

(2) ICT based Real Time Monitoring system.
(3) Incentivizing States/UTs for meeting the targets.
(4) Incentivizing Anganwadi Workers (AWWs) for using IT based tools to 

eliminating registers used by AWWs.
(5) Introducing measurement of height of children at the Anganwadi Centres 

(AWCs).
(6) Social Audits.
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(7) Setting-up Nutrition Resource Centres, involving masses through Jan 
Andolan for their participation on nutrition through various activities, 
among others

 z Recently the Prime Minister has announced that the month of September will 
be celebrated as “POSHAN MAAH” every year.

Challenges in 
implemen-
tation

 z Making Poshan Abhiyan a Jan Andolan:  It will be challenging to create mass 
awareness about the mission to take it forward as Jan Andolanas there is little 
awareness about nutrition in rural India.

 z Lack of coordination between different ministries can have adverse effects on 
the implementation of the mission as it requires close cooperation between 
different stakeholders.

 z Data collection, analysis and real-time monitoring
(1) It is an area that can easily be sorted out as the scheme gets implemented.
(2) but government has been reluctant about this.

 z Lack of Political will and consensus:  To give it a start nation-wide, all states and 
government agencies need to come to a consensus with a positive change in 
political will irrespective of ideology.

 z Under-utilization of Funds: The scheme suffers from underutilization of 
allocated funds (only 16% of allocated resources for 2018-19 are used).

 z Renumeration of Anganwadi Workers:
(1) Salaries of Anganwadi Workers are low and irregular. This makes Anganwadi 

Workers demotivated and demoralised.
(2) Nearly 40% of Anganwadi Workers had to use their personal money to run 

the Aanganwadi Centres, 35% of them complained of delayed payments.
Way Forward  z Comprehensive periodical and refresher training of AWs, for monitoring 

growth among malnourished children and high-risk pregnant mothers, is 
needed.

 z Greater Investments: More investments need to  be  complemented  with  the 
enhancement  of  the  traditionally  weak  demand for  health  and  nutrition  
services.

 z Targeted benefits : Efforts  should  be  made  to  ensure  that  the  benefits  of  
this  initiative  reach  children  above  six  years  of age.

 z That would be  possible  with  the  convergence  of  the  Mid-Day  Meal  
(MDM) scheme  with  PoshanAbhiyaan.

 z More power to District Administration: The government must vest more 
powers in the district administration to fill vacant posts in Anganwadi Centers.

Conclusion  z Malnourishment and hunger are the long-standing evils before India.  A 
concerted effort, participatory approach, political will and flexibility will be the 
key to success of this mission.
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Syllabus  z GS2: Govt policy for development of various sectors
Why in news?  z Prime Minister Modi had announced the Jal Jeevan Mission .

 z Rs. 3.5 trillion will be spent under the ambitious scheme aimed at providing 
potable water supply water to all households by 2024.

More in News  z In her maiden budget speech Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman put the 
spotlight on water and the newly created Jal Shakti ministry.

 z The new ministry aimed to ensure, every rural household gets piped water by 
2024 under the Jal Jeevan Mission and that the government is committed to its 
mission of “har gharjal”.

 z Jal Shakti Ministry
(1) It is constituted in May 2019 under the second Modi ministry, it is to 

address management of water resources and drinking water supply in a 
holistic manner.

(2) It was formed by merging
(3) Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga Rejuvenation
(4) Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.
(5) This Ministry is to work in tandem with state govts to ensure sustainable 

water management, including creation of local groundwater storage and 
recharge and use of waste treated water in agricultural activities in all 
these blocks.

 z Why are we to have an integrated Ministry
(1) Fragmentation of institutional landscape for water at both the Centre and 

state government.
(2) Water management working in silos with several ministries in Delhi and 

departments in states, with overlapping roles and responsibilities.
(3) To have Uniformity at Policy level to deliver integrated water management 

solutions.
Jal Jeevan 
Mission  

 z Under the Scheme, Govt will focus on
(1) In 1st phase rainwater harvesting and water conservation in 256 districts
(2) Renovation of traditional water bodies and tanks
(3) Reuse of water and recharge structures
(4) Watershed development
(5) Intensive afforestation
(5) Scheme will be managed by local communitythrough the Village water and 

sanitation committee of PRIs. (6) The Jal Jeevan Mission will converge with 
other Central and State Government Schemes to bring in synergy.

(7) Promotion of local innovations.
(8) Mandatory treatment of household waste water.

18 Jal Jeevan Mission
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Why the need 
for Jal Jeevan 
Mission?
 

 z People have to work very hard to get drinking water, with a large part of their 
life going towards getting drinking water.

 z Many govts have done work in their own way, yet half of India’s homes don’t 
have drinking water.

 z (He also referred to Gujarat’s Jain saint Buddhi Sagar Maharaj, who wrote 100 
years back that a day will come when water will be sold in the grocery store.

 z NITI Aayog has reported 
(1) Nearly 600 million Indians already face high to extreme water stress.
(2) Day zero for 21 Indian cities by next year (Day zero refers to the day when 

a place won’t have drinking water of its own).
(3) Matters are only to worsen with country’s water demand to double by 

2030, indicating loss of 6% loss in GDP by 2050.
(4) In villages, too, the situation is grim: Less than half of the population can 

barely use 50 litres of water per day. Rural areas lack concrete measures to 
sustain the source of the water, in most cases groundwater

Challenges Finance 
(1) To complete the mission in 5 years nearly Rs 70,000 crore a year, equivalent 

to 1.5 per cent of budgetary expenditure of Centre and states put together, 
or nearly 0.3 % of India’s GDP is needed.

(2) This huge fund requirement comes at a time when the CAG report has flagged 
the falling expense on the National Rural Drinking Water Programme.

 z Need of private participation, or funding from corporate houses due to a 
slowing domestic economy, global headwinds, and limited fiscal room.

 z Rural India’s Drinking Water
(1) About 88 % of which is catered through groundwater, wherein lie two major 

issues
(2) Availability or quantity of water – 37% of blocks have groundwater levels 

ranging from critical to over-exploited.
(3) Water Quality - 20 million people live in areas where groundwater has been 

affected with arsenic contamination while another 10 million live in areas 
where fluoride contamination.

 z Uranium contaminated water in more than 400 habitations, in Punjab.
 z Salinity a normal feature of groundwater in many over-exploited blocks.
 z Law regulating groundwater

(1) Water being in state list meaning only the state governments can frame 
regulatory laws.

(2) Central government’s 2011 Model Bill on ground water management was 
not endorsed by many states as the doctrine that public resources can’t be 
converted into private ownership

 z Lack of necessary reservoirs of water and the alarming water scarcity in the country.
 z Unequal distribution and availability

(1) As per an estimate 81 % of all households have access to only 40 litres of 
water per day.

(2) Water is not properly distributed where it is supplied through pipes.
(3) Leakages in piped water in urban areas, as 40 % of piped water in India is 

lost to leakage.
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  z Wastage of water
(1) According to the Central Water Commission, India needs 3,000 billion cubic 

metres of water a year while it receives 4,000 billion cubic metres of rain.
(2) The problem is we captures only 8 % of its annual rainfall which is among 

the lowest in the world. 
(3) We are also poor in treatment and re-use of household wastewater. 

 z Loss of wetlands and water bodies
(1) A survey by Wildlife Institute of India reveals that the country has lost 70 - 

80 % of fresh water marshes and lakes in the Gangetic flood plains.
 z One size fits all approach: For instance, it’s not economical to provide piped 

water to hamlets in Rajasthan which receive five millimetres of water in a year. 
The people there have to come up with traditional solutions and these are to 
be reinforced.

 z Critics have stated that the scheme will enrich a handful of contractors 
without addressing the key issue of the water tables in our country.

 z Cleanliness is essential condition for the success of Jal Jeevan Mission as 
stated by President Ram Nath Kovind.

Way Ahead  z Jal Shakti Ministry should come up with a strong drought mitigation and water 
regeneration measures instead of showing a pipe dream.

 z Creating a Jan Andolanon Water Management on the lines of the Swachh 
Bharat Mission where extensive information, education and communication 
will be disseminated.

  z Jal Shakti Abhiyan should create awareness about the importance of integrating 
source sustainability and water reuse with the provision of household water 
supply.

 z We can also consider going back to our traditional practices of water 
conservation.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Livemint, Down to Earth, The Wire

 

19 Chandrayaan- 2

Syllabus GS 3- Science and Technology: Awareness in fields of Space
Question Q. What are the features or GSLV Mk III rocket? Discuss its significance in upcoming 

space exploration missions of ISRO.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Recently ISRO launched the Chandrayaan-2 satellite with the help of GSLV Mk-
III M1 launch vehicle.

 z The Orbiter lost contact with the Lander in the descent phase and thus the soft 
landing on the lunar surface could not be possible.

Introduction  z Chandrayaan-2 is the second lunar exploration mission developed by the Indian 
Space Research Organisation  (ISRO), after Chandrayaan-1.

 z It consisted of a lunar obiter, the Vikram Lander, and the Pragyan lunar rover, 
all of which were developed indigenously.
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 z The main scientific objective is to map and study the variations in lunar surface 
composition, as well as the location and abundance of lunar water.

 z Chandrayaan-2 was the world first lunar mission going for a soft landing on 
south pole of Moon.

Background  z India's first lunar exploration mission Chandrayaan-1 was launched in October 
2008 using PSLV-XL(C-11) rocket

 z Highlights of Chandrayaan 1
(1) The mission included a lunar orbiter and an impactor.
(2) It helped discover the widespread presence of water molecules in lunar 

soil.
 z Chandrayaan 2 Development

(1) The Russian Federal Space Agency (Roscomos) and the Indian Space 
Research Organization entered into an agreement in November 2007 to 
work in cooperation for the Chadrayaan-2 mission.

(2) However, Roscosmos later withdrew from this project  and ISRO geared up 
for indigenously developing the Lander using home-grown technology.

Highlights 
of the 
Chandrayaan-2 
Mission

 z The Launcher
(1) The GSLV Mk-III carried Chandrayaan 2 to its designated orbit.
(2) The Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mark III (GSLV Mk-III is a three-

stage medium-lift launch vehicle developed by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO)

(3) GSLV Mk III is also identified as launch vehicle for crewed missions under 
the Indian Human Spaceflight Programme

(4) This is India's most powerful launcher to date, and is capable of launching 
4-ton class of satellites to the Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO)

 z The Orbiter
(1) A box-shaped craft with an orbital mass of 2379 kg and solar arrays capable 

of generating 1000 W power.
(2) The Orbiter High-Resolution Camera (OHRC)  to conduct high-resolution 

observations of the landing site before separation of the Lander from the obiter
(3) Structure manufactured by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited(HAL).
(4) The obiter communicates with the Indian Deep Space Network and the 

Lander
(5) The Chandrayaan-2 orbiter's mission was originally supposed to last a year. 

However, ISRO recently has confirmed that the orbiter will now function for 
seven years, revolving around the Moon and collecting data on the lunar 
surface and atmosphere.

 z The Lander-Vikram
(1) The Lander, named Vikram, has a mass of 1471 kg (including the rover) and 

can generate 650 W of solar power.
(2) The Lander has been named as Vikram after former ISRO Chairman and 

scientist Dr.Vikram Sarabhai.
(3) The Lander can communicate directly to the Indian Deep Space Network, 

the obiter, and the rover.
(4) The Lander will carry a camera, seismometer, thermal profiler, Langmuir 

probe, and a NASA-supplied laser retro-reflector.
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 z The Rover-Pragyan: Pragyan is robotic vehicle for lunar exploration onboard 
Chandrayaan 2.
(1) The rover communicates directly with the lander. The rover was equipped 

with cameras, alpha-proton X-ray spectrometer, and a laser-induced 
ablation spectroscopy experiment.

(2) On the day of landing on the lunar surface, the rover Pragyan was supposed 
to come out of the Lander using a ramp.

Significance  z ISRO Chairman K. Sivan said that the mission was a 90-95% success despite the 
landing setback.

 z Giant Leap is Space Exploration: India's second space mission to the moon is a 
giant leap in the arena of space exploration.

 z Commercialization of GSLV MK III:
(1) Successful initiation of operational service of GSLV Mk III.
(2) GSLV Mk III has a carrying capacity of 4000kg. Thus, it can also be 

commercialised.
 z Exploration of Moon:

(1) The on-board camera and spectrometers can offer insights into origin and 
evolution of the moon. 

(2) A 3D terrain map will be available which will be essential to study the 
mineral resources on moon.

(3) All the on-board payloads and equipment on the orbiter will continue to 
transmit data for seven years that will help in further understanding of the 
lunar surface, atmosphere and life on Moon.

 z Learning from Failures: ISRO said that the setback will also enable it to learn 
lessons from it as moon landing is very complex procedure with successful 
landing record of 52%.

Future 
prospects 
of the 
Chandrayaan 
Programme

 z The Chandrayaan (Indian Lunar Exploration Programme) programme is a 
multiple mission programme.

 z The next mission will be Chandrayaan-3 which is suggested to be launched 
in 2023. ISRO will be collaborating with the Japanese Space Exploration 
Agency(JAXA) for this.

 z ISRO  is working on future missions:
(1) Astrosat-2

 ¾ Planned space observatory to be launched in 2020
 ¾ It will replace the earlier Astrosat-1 observatory.

(2) Aditya L-1
 ¾ It will comprise of a orbiter which will be placed between the earth and 

the sun.
 ¾ it will provide more information about the sun's Corona and the presence 

of gases around it.
Sources The Hindu, RSTV, Indian Express.
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Syllabus GS 2: Social Issues, Governance.
Question  z In terms of social media content in India, it becomes hard to draw a line 

between what is freedom of speech and what comprises derogatory, seditious 
or communal content. Comment

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Supreme Court stressed the need to find a balance between the right to 
online privacy and the right of the state to detect people who use the web to 
spread panic and commit crimes.

 z It was in response to submissions made by Attorney General about need to link 
the social media profiles of registered users with their Aadhaar numbers.

More in the 
news

 z The case: It is seeking to link the social media profiles of its users with Aadhar 
number in order to prevent the misuse of social media platforms.

 z The social media firms’ concern: If the Aadhar is linked to social media profiles, 
then it would violet the right to privacy of their users.

Introduction  z Huge Costumer Base:
(1) India has over 300 million social media users which makes India the second 

most populated country on the Internet.
(2) Access to the internet in India is expected to become more widespread in 

the next several years.
 z Inclusive as well as Disruptive:

(1) The social media has evolved to not only be inclusive and participative but 
also disruptive.

(2) The large number of user base and the security concerns have raised the 
debate of regulating social media in national discourse.

Advantages of 
Social Media

 z Connecting People and promote participation:
(1) It provides a platform for millions of people to voice their opinions.
(2) It provides citizens and governments a platform where they can engage in dialogue.

 z Social Cause:
(1) It is useful to garner support and help for various weaker section as well as 

victims of natural disasters.
(2) Social justice organisations are using social media to reach greater numbers 

of people.
 z Political Use: Modern political parties have utilized the social media to enhance 

their political strategies and gain public support.
Disadvantages 
of Social 
Media

 z Fake News: It leaves people misinformed which often leads to a deviant action.
 z Filtering:

(1) Due to the filtering and echo chambers, people are developing rigid and 
biased opinions.

(2) People seek “informed” opinions and look for news that conforms to their 
world view.

20 Regulating Social Media



 52   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

 z Radicalization and Communal polarization:
(1) Social media is now being used as a major tool to mobilize the masses.
(2) Communally charged propaganda is used to incite people and get a reaction. 

This often leads to hate crimes and polarisation.
 z Trolling:

(1) It has become a part of internet culture and has started affecting many 
people’s personal lives.

(2) Even, the Supreme Court of India has expressed concern over the use of 
abusive language and aggressive reactions.

Regulating 
Social Media

 z The Information Technology Act 2002 regulates the social media. but this law 
is not able deal with social media abuse.

 z Why we Need to Regulate Social Media?
(1) To fight Against Fake New: the misuse of social media and stop the spreading 

of fake news that sparked unrest and violence.
(2) To check Abusive content: pornographic materials, anti-national and terror 

contents in the online media.
(3) National Security: it will ensure that the platforms are not used to commit 

and provoke violence, terrorism and extremism.
(4) Regulation of Social Media Companies: The government is proposing 

to amend Section 79 of India's IT Act, which would require internet 
companies to take down content deemed inappropriate by authorities.

 z Concerns over Regulation and Right to privacy:
(1) Against the Privacy of social media users: It would break down of the end-

to-end encryption services and violate right to privacy.
(2) Creation of a Surveillance state.
(3) Technically challenging: The government lacks the resources to regulate 

social media platforms.
(4) Against Democratic Ethos: Unlike the Chinese model, India cannot allow 

intrusive role for the state on social media platforms.
Way Ahead  z National Priority: There is need to make this issue of regulating social media 

and preserving the rights- a national priority.
 z Maintaining Balance: The government should address the issue of balancing 

media freedom with media regulation.
 z Awareness and Capacity building:

(1) There should be awareness campaigns and capacity-building workshops 
with law enforcement agencies from across States.

(2) Telangana, for instance, has a cadre of officers who dedicate themselves to 
preventing the propagation of fake news through channels like WhatsApp.

 z Addressing Trolls: There should be healthy debates about use and abuse of 
social media and actors involved. Those indulging in online abuse must be dealt 
with sternly. 

Source The Hindu, Indian Express, Firstpost.
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Syllabus GS 3: Environment and Ecology.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has proposed a draft 
National Resource Efficiency Policy 2019.

 z The policy aims to streamline the efficient use of the critical natural resources 
with minimum negative impact on environment.

Background/ 
Why we need 
such policy?

 z The rising population and rapid urbanization have taken a toll on critical 
natural resources of the country.

 z India’s resource extraction of 1580 tonnes/acre is much higher than the world 
average of 450 tonnes/acre.

 z Water is fast becoming scarce. Deteriorating air quality has emerged as a 
major threat to human life.

The new Policy  z Vision: A future with environmentally sustainable and equitable economic 
growth.

 z Focus: On resource security, healthy environment (air, water and land), and 
restored ecosystems with rich ecology and biodiversity.

 z Principles:
(1) Reduction in primary resource consumption to ‘sustainable’ levels, in 

keeping with achieving the SdGs.
(2) Creation of higher value with less material through resource efficient and 

circular approaches.
(3) Waste minimization.
(4) Material security.
(5) Creation of employment opportunities and business models beneficial to 

the cause of environment protection and restoration.
Key features 
of the Draft 
Policy

 z Action Plan: The draft proposes a three-year action plan and implementation 
strategy across seven major sectors – automotive, plastic packaging, building 
and construction, electrical and electronic equipment, solar photovoltaic, steel 
and aluminium.
On Automobiles:
(1) Target is of 75-90 percent recycling rate for vehicles, depending on the 

year of manufacture.
(2) To establish official vehicle dismantlers across major urban centres by 2020.

 z National Resource Efficiency Authority (NREA):
(1) To implement resource efficient strategies for material recycling, reuse and 

land-filling targets for various sectors.
(2) To maintain a database of material use and waste generated, recycled and 

land filled and monitor the implementation.
(3) The authority would be supported by an Inter-Ministerial National Resource 

Efficiency Board to guide on the critical aspects.
 z Reuse and Recycle:

21 Draft National Resource Efficiency 
Policy 2019
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(1) It is at the core of the draft policy, which lays focus on adequate waste 
management practices.

(2) The idea is to transform country’s waste management sector into a 
secondary resource recovery sector.

 z Tax benefits and loans: The draft plans to offer tax benefits on recycled 
materials.

 z Solar Sector:
(1) The 100 GW of solar power target is expected to be installed by 2022, which 

would result in a significant amount of waste.  
(2) Policy calls for setting up proper solar panel recycling infrastructure to 

manage large volumes of solar.
 z Polluter-pays principle: The polluter will have to pay for remediating the 

damage he has caused.
Significance of 
the Policy

 z Sustainable growth: India’s fast-growing economy is unsustainably consuming 
its resources

 z Encouraging Recycling sector:
(1) Rationalization of tax regime aims to make secondary raw materials price-

competitive.
(2) It incentivize businesses to enter remanufacturing, refurbishing and 

recycling sectors.
 z Optimal Use of Materials:

(1) The policy aims to bring in efficiency in the use of materials by focusing on 
a reuse and recycle philosophy.

(2) Landfill taxes, high tipping fees especially for bulk generators of waste, 
thereby encouraging the optimal use of material.

 z Among others, it proposes a series of measures for better management of 
construction waste, electronic waste and waste from other growing sectors.

Issues/ 
Challenges

 z Fast/Unsustainable Economic Development:
(1) The projected pace of economic development is going to put pressure on 

already stressed and limited resources.
(2) It may lead to serious resource depletion and environmental degradation 

affecting livelihoods and quality of life.
 z High Material Consumption:

(1) India has increased its material consumption to six times, from 1.18 billion 
tonnes in 1970 to seven billion tonnes in 2015.

(2) India is likely to double its present material consumption by 2030.
 z Low Material Productivity:

(1) India has low material productivity compared to the global average.
(2) Material productivity means the ratio of output achieved compared to the 

inputs (resources) used.
 z High Resource Extraction and Low Recycling Rate:

(1) India’s resource extraction (withdrawing materials from the natural 
environment) reported to be more than three times the world average.

(2) On one hand there is fast extraction of resources and on other hand the 
country’s recycling rate is just about 20-25%.

(3) The recycling rate is 70% in most of the developing countries in Europe.
 z Water Stress and Degraded Land:
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(1) India withdraws the highest amount of water for agriculture, globally.
(2) About 29% of its land is undergoing degradation and there is a high import 

dependency of many critical raw materials.
Conclusion  z Enhancing resource efficiency and promoting the use of secondary raw 

materials has emerged as a strategy for ensuring that the potential trade-off 
between growth, resource constraints, and environmental well-being can be 
minimized.

 z An overarching national policy framework is required to mainstream resource 
efficiency across all sectors and regions of the country.

Source LiveMint, Business Standard, PIB, DNA.

 

Syllabus GS 2: Indian Constitution historical underpinnings.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Speaking on occasion of Hindi divas, the Union Home minister said, it was 
necessary to have one language which could represent India in the world.

 z He further said that Hindi was widely spoken and could be the language to keep 
India ‘united’.

 z Many leaders from South India have objected to these statements, terming it 
as an attempt to impose Hindi on these states.

Background  z The Constituent Assembly had agreed to select one language as the common 
official language of the Union.

 z Many leaders in the national movement visualised a special role for Hindi. But 
it was clear that it could not be imposed on the people. 

 z  The attempts to impose Hindi in the decade of 60s were resisted in Southern 
states leading to law and order disturbances. 

 z The three-language formula, later envisaged English, Hindi and regional 
language as the fulcrum of education.

Constitutional 
provision for 
Hindi language

 z Article 343: Official language of the Union:
(1) The official language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devnagari script.
(2) Notwithstanding this for a period of fifteen years from the commencement 

of this Constitution, the English language shall continue to be used for all 
the official purposes of the Union.

 z Article 344: Committee of Parliament on official languages: Initially at 5 years 
of commencement of constitution and thereafter every 10 years, the President 
will constitute Parliamentary Language Committee to recommend on making 
the progressive use of the Hindi language for the official purposes of the union.

 z Article 351: Development of Hindi language: It shall be the duty of the Union 
to promote the spread of the Hindi language.

 z Schedule 8: A total of 22 languages of the country are recognised under the 
Eight Schedule of the Constitution.

22 Debate over Hindi language 
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Language 
Distribution

Why Hindi?  z Identity:
(1) Even before independence, Hindi was considered to be the connecting 

language.
(2) Although English is a global language it is argued that we should try to 

promote our own identity, through one of our own language.
 z Indian Constitution: The Indian Constitution states that Hindi should be the 

official language of India. It should be in Devanagari script.
 z Most Spoken Language: As it has the maximum number of speakers, Hindi can 

be the national link language instead of English.
 z Representative of India:

(1) It is necessary to have one language which could represent India in the 
world.

 z Understood by Most:
(1) Spoken with influence of regional dialects at many places, majority of 

people understand Hindi from north to south.
(2) Even rural people understand and use it. No other language is having such 

a status.
 z Mahatma Gandhi:

(1) During the freedom struggle, Gandhiji had described Hindi as the national 
language and called for its adoption.

(2) He understood Hindi as Hindustani i.e. a blend of both Sanskritised Hindi 
and Persianised Urdu, written either in Devanagari or the Persian script.

Why not Hindi 
?

 z Not Well known to Many:
(1) There are many regions in India (Southern/eastern) where Hindi isn't 

spoken/known/understood.
(2) It would be unfair for many to become a part of a homogeneous identity 

which they may not necessarily relate to.
 z Politically Unviable:

(1) One nation, one language, one culture is a 19th century European idea that 
failed to create unity.

(2) Hindi as a national language is not politically viable, taking into cognizance 
the linguistic plurality of India.

 z Linguistically Untenable:
(1) When a language tries to expand beyond its semantic-carrying capacity, it 

starts breaking up.
(2) It happened to Latin in the past and it is now happening to English too.
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 z Economically Undesirable: It would be against the economic interests of many 
as it will slow down migration and reduce the ease of capital flow.

 z Against the unity in diversity
(1) What connects the country is the Constitution and our history.
(2) The constitution has made space for 22 languages in the Eighth Schedule.
(3) It upholds the language diversity principle.

Why Hindi 
is resisted in 
South India?

 z Linguistic identity is a very emotive issue for Southern states as these states 
have witnessed very violent incidents in past due to language issue.

 z The people of southern India hold strongly to the idea that they are Dravidian 
language speakers.

 z Since Hindi belongs to the group of Indo-European languages it is regarded as 
foreign to them.

 z It is based purely on the principle that privileging any one Indian language 
would be discriminatory.

 z The Draft National Education Policy (NEP):
(1) The recent draft NEP which had made Hindi and English compulsory, saw 

strong resistance from southern states.
(2) The government later revised its draft policy to make it non-mandatory.

Global 
Experience

 z Attempts to homogenize the country on the basis of language and culture had 
always been resisted and the result of any such attempts is divisive.

 z Examples:
(1) The idea of homogenization failed in Europe in 19th century.
(2) The imposition of Sinhala Buddhists on Tamil minorities has seen violence 

and divisions.
(3) Language was one of major reason behind the division of West Pakistan and 

East Pakistan (bangladesh).
Way forward  z Space to diversity:

(1) A united nation has to have space for diversity. India is united in its diversity.
(2) The government should not interfere with the linguistic behaviour or 

choices of people.
 z Optional instead of Compulsory:

(1) The initial language of instruction in schools should be as close to the 
mother tongue or state's official language.

(2) English or Hindi can be taught from the beginning as a language but not as 
a medium of instruction.

 z Use of Technological Advancement:
(1) It can easily facilitate real time interpretation and translation from any 

language to any other language.
(2) It can help the usage of any Official Language in Indian Parliament.

 z Centre-state or Inter-state Interactions:
(1) Between the Centre and State- The Official Language of the State can be 

used with an option of the interaction being bilingual.
(2) Between State Governments- The interactions should be bi/trilingual 

with the Official Languages of both states being compulsory and the third 
optional language left to the discretion of the states.

Source The Hindu, IE, The Wire, LiveLaw.
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Draft Information Technology [Intermediaries Guidelines 
(Amendment)] Rules, 2018 in an advanced stage
Why in 
news?

 z The Centre informed the Madras High Court that deliberations on the Draft 
Information Technology [Intermediaries Guidelines (Amendment)] Rules, 2018 
had been completed.

 z These rule mandate social media companies to cooperate with the police in 
cracking cybercrimes.

More in 
news

 z What the Central government’s senior counsel has to say: The Centre was only 
concerned with cooperation between social media companies and the police and 
not with the linking of Aadhaar to users’ social media accounts.

 z Earlier an advocate had approached the Madras High Court for linking Aadhaar 
with social media accounts so that those who indulge in abuses and criminal 
activities could be identified easily and punished. 

 z HC stated that
(1) It was not in favour of linking aadhaar with social media accounts.
(2) The Court suomotu impleaded Facebook, Google, YouTube, Twitter, WhatsApp 

as parties to the case so that they could be made to cooperate with the police 
in cracking cyber crimes by sharing information.

(3) The social media giants were bound to obey local laws and share information 
with the police.

(4) Companies could not take umbrage under the right to privacy as even 
fundamental rights are subject to reasonable restrictions.

Source The Hindu

Higher Education Bill
Why in 
news?

 z The Higher Education Bill is likely to be introduced in the winter session of 
Parliament. 

More in 
news

 z What does the Bill proposes?
(1) Creating a single regulator for higher education, replacing the University 

Grants Commission (UGC) and the All India Council for Technical Education 
(AICTE).

(2) Medical education, however, will not come under the proposed Higher 
Education Commission of India (HECI).

(3) Grant disbursal authority is to be shifted from autonomous bodies to the 
Human Resource Development Minister.

(4) New autonomous body will be created to supervise the doling out of funds to 
higher education institutions.

Source The Hindu

Ration Card Portability 

1 Polity
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Why is it in 
news?

 z Ration card holders in Kerala and Karnataka, also Rajasthan and Haryana can buy 
food from ration shops in the neighbouring State.

More in 
news

 z Join the existing State pairs - From October 1, these two new clusters will join 
State pairs of
(1) Andhra Pradesh and Telengana
(2) Maharashtra and Gujarat in inter-State portability of ration cards

 z ONOR
(1) Food Ministers laying out the roadmap for the One Nation One Ration Card 

(ONOR) to be implement by June 2020.
(2) By March 2020, 13 States and Union Territories: Tamil Nadu, Goa, Odisha, 

Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
West Bengal, Sikkim, Jammu and Kashmir, Daman and Diu, and Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli will implement intra-State portability.

(3) These are mostly States where almost all ration shops have electronic point of 
sale machines.

 z Pre-requisite for ONOR
(1) E-POS coverage 
(2) Aadhaar authentication
(3) Online supply depot management

Source The Hindu

Eat Right
Why is it in 
news?

 z Health Minister kick-started POSHAN Maah 2019 on the Eat Right India movement.

More in 
news

 z The Minister also launched 
(1) The new Eat Right India logo (that represents a healthy plate)
(2) An online eat right quiz 
(3) Online course for frontline health workers.

 z Why the Need for Preventive Health  - increasing burden of non-communicable 
diseases including
(1) Diabetes
(2) Hypertension and heart diseases
(3) Deficiencies of vitamins and minerals 
(4) Rampant food-borne illnesses 

 z About the Eat Right India movement
(1) A preventive healthcare measure to trigger social and behavioural change
(2) This change is to brought through a mix of regulatory measures, combined 

with soft interventions for ensuring awareness and capacity building of food 
businesses and citizens alike.

 z Aligned with plans - This movement is aligned with other public health 
programmes such as 
(1) POSHAN Abhiyaan, 
(2) Anemia Mukt Bharat, 
(3) Ayushman Bharat Yojana 
(4) Swachh Bharat Mission.

 z Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has set up a regulatory 
framework based on three pillars Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat Sustainably for 
the programme.
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 z FSSAI has prescribed a limit for Total Polar Compounds (TPC) at 25% in cooking 
oil to avoid the harmful effects of reused cooking oil.

Source The Hindu

Science on Wheels
Why is it in 
news?

 z Aiming to take science education to students in areas the Union Culture Ministry 
rolled out 25 new mobile science museums.

More in 
news

 z These museums-on-wheels will travel to schools in the 115 aspirational districts.
 z Till now, the programme had 23 such buses or vans.
 z Exhibitions cover topics like

(1) Measurement, 
(2) Machines in everyday life, 
(3) Food and health, 
(4) Chemistry and life with focus on water, 
(5) Energy, 
(6) Hygeine and sanitation, 
(7) Space science for human welfare

Source The Hindu

Rajasthan Launches Information Portal
Why in 
news?

 z The first-ever public information portal was launched in Rajasthan.
 z The portal promising to provide information about government authorities and 

departments suomotu to the public. 
More in 
news

 z The portal is of special significance to Rajasthan where the RTI movement had 
started in 1990s.  

 z The State has collaborated with the civil society groups to develop the portal.
 z Initially the portal will give information pertaining to 13 departments on a single 

platform.
 z The information will be provided in different sections into districts, blocks and 

panchayats, the portal empowers the common people with access to useful 
information.

Source The Hindu

MGNREGA pegged to inflation
Why in 
news?

 z Due to slump in rural demand and a slowdown in the rural economy, center is to 
link wages under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act 
(MGNREGA) to an updated inflation index, which will be revised annually. 

More in 
news

 z Recently, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation and the 
Labour Bureau informed the Rural Development Ministry that they had begun 
work to update the consumer price indices for rural areas (CPI-R) and agricultural 
labourers (CPI-AL) respectively.

 z What the Govt has to say
(1) The consumption basket of CPI-AL [which determines MGNREGA wage 

revisions] has not been updated for more than three decades.
(2) But the rural consumption patterns have changed drastically by this time.
(3) The court directed the Union of India and the Jammu and Kashmir government 

to file their responses to petitions.
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(4) Increased wages based on updated inflation indices might result in 10% higher 
government expenditure on the scheme.

(5) Wage rate revisions are notified at the beginning of a financial year, but the 
Ministry is trying implement it during the current year as part of a stimulus 
package to counter the ongoing slowdown.

 z Concerns raised
(1) Whether the move will be sufficient to revive demand without increasing the 

scheme’s base pay rates, which are far below market rates in most States.
(2) According to the latest Periodic Labour Force Survey, market wages for men 

were higher than MGNREGA wages by 74% in 2017-18,while for women, 
there was a 21% gap.

(3) Even with existing wages, the scheme is running out of funds due to an 
increased demand for work.

(4) Last week, the RD Ministry asked the Finance Ministry for an additional 
supplementary grant of Rs. 15,000-Rs. 20,000 crore.

 z The MGNREGA received a budgetary allocation of ₹60,000 crore this year, of 
which more than 75% has already been released by the Centre even before the 
halfway point of the year.

 z Droughts and floods in several States led to increased demand for work in the 
early part of the year.

Source The Hindu

1 Card for all utilities
Why in 
news?

 z Announcing, 2021 census exercise to be carried out digitally, Union Home Minister 
suggested one card for all utilities in future.

More in 
news

 z Importance of Digital Census   
(1) Digital census had the potential to bring all cards such as Aadhaar, passport, 

bank account, and driving licence on one platform.
(2) Difficulty of link and update birth and death registration with census data can 

be done away with.
(3) digital census has the potential of preparing the base for the common utility 

card.
 z 2021 Census

(1) For the first time this decennial census exercise will move from paper to 
digital format.

(2) A sum of Rs. 12,000 crore would be spent on preparation of the National 
Population Register (NPR) and census.

(3) The census data could be used for future planning, development initiatives 
and welfare schemes.

(4) Its data helps in demarcating boundaries of municipal wards and the 
Assembly and Lok Sabha constituencies.

 z NPR
(1) The NPR links biometric and demographic details of any ordinary resident, 

thus making it a comprehensive database of residents.
(2) Home Minister said NPR would be updated on a priority basis.
(3) It helps in tracking criminal activities, and better planning and execution of 

government schemes.
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(4) The exercise was conducted earlier in two phases in 2010 and 2015.
(5) The next round of recording biometric and family tree details of Indian citizens 

will be conducted in September 2020.
 z The NPR exercise is different from the census and is not linked to the National 

Register of Citizens (NRC).
 z For the purpose of the NPR, an ordinary resident is defined as a person who has 

resided in a local area for the past six months or more or a person who intends 
to reside in that area for the next six months or more.

 z On the basis of the 2011 Census, the Modi government had planned 22 welfare 
schemes related to electricity connection to every home, gas connection, 
construction of roads, houses for the poor, toilets, bank accounts, and opening of 
bank branch. For e.g. 
(1) Ujjwala model 

 ¾ Scheme of providing free LPG connections to poor families. 
 ¾ It has been successful as the scheme was prepared on the basis of the 2011 
census data.

(2) Poor sex ratio
 ¾ 2011 Census reflected the poor sex ratio in some States. 
 ¾ Hence the programme of ‘BetiBachao, BetiPadhao’ was launched.

Source The Hindu



Judiciary
Petition seeking food for All
Why is it in 
news?

 z Supreme Court to examine a plea that starvation deaths continue to eat into the 
right to life and dignity.

 z SC Bench issued notice to the government on the petition. 
More in 
news

 z What does the Plea suggest – setting up community kitchens across the country 
to feed the poor and the hungry.

 z State-funded community kitchens was not a novel concept – Petition pointed out 
(1) Tamil Nadu’s Amma Unavagam
(2) Rajasthan’s Annapurna Rasoi
(3) Indira Canteens in Karnataka
(4) Delhi’s AamAadmi Canteen
(5) Anna Canteen in Andhra Pradesh
(6) Jharkhand Mukhyamantri Dal Bhat 
(7) Odisha’s Ahaar Centre were combating starvation and malnutrition

 z Petitioners further stated that
(1) Statistics are available for malnutrition deaths in children and adults in the 

country but not for death of persons owing to starvation
(2) Court to direct the Chief Secretaries across the country to formulate schemes 

for the implementation of community kitchens and to further ensure that “no 
person should sleep on an empty stomach”. 
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(3) It called for the creation of a national food grid by the Centre beyond the 
Public Distribution Scheme.

 z FAO Report 2018, stated 
(1) India houses approximately 24% of the world’s hungry.
(2) Prevalence of undernourishment in India is 14.8% which is higher than both 

the global and Asian average.
Source The Hindu

 Doctors urge against violence 
Why in 
news?

 z The Supreme Court(SC) directed the Centre to respond to a plea to make violence 
against doctors, medical personnel & establishments a separate penal offence.

More in 
news

 z Petitioners contention
(1) Inaction of Police to prevent incidents of violence and protecting the medical 

community.
(2) Medical fraternity becoming demoralised by the increasing number of attacks.
(3) It is because of such incidents doctors are avoiding to serve in rural areas.

 z Prevention of Violence Against Medicare Persons and Institutions Acts
(1) Despite being notified in 19 States in the past 10 years the Act has failed to 

address the issue.
(2) The petitioners have urged for the punishment for committing violence 

against the medical fraternity should be a. Either three years to five years' 
imprisonment or a 

 ¾ Fine of minimum ₹25,000 upto one lakh.
Source The Hindu

1,070 Special Courts
Why in 
news?

 z The Union Law and Justice announced setting up of 1,070 special courts across 
the country on Gandhi Jayanti.

 z These courts are to try sexual offences against women and children.
More in 
news

 z Apart from the special courts a tax reform is also envisaged by the govt.
 z Under the new tax reform 

(1) No tax officer shall send any notice directly.
(2) The notice has to be sent to a designated booth first.
(3) Later the booth shall consider all the records and based on random sampling 

and application of mind the notice shall be sent out.
 z Delays in paying taxes up to ₹ 25 lakh, there will be no prosecution.
 z A collegium of two chief commissioners will examine the matter and based on 

there recommendation action will be taken. 
 z On appointment of judges – The Law minister said the average appointment of 

judges was 72 to 82 per year and there record is 110 and above.
 z The law minister also extended his support for establishment of All Indian 

Judicial Services.
Source The Hindu

Lockdown is Reasonable 
Why in 
news?

 z The Supreme Court approved government’s statistics on death, terror and violence 
in J n K from 1990 as formidable reasons for the August 5, 2019 lockdown.
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 z The lock down followed withdrawal of the special rights and privileges of Kashmiri 
people with the reading down of Article 370.

More in 
news

 z What the Govt has to say
(1) Attorney-General justified the restrictions in the valley based on these figures. 
(2) He told that since 1990, 41,866 persons had lost their lives in 71,038 terror 

incidents. They included 14,038 civilians, 5,292 security personnel and 22,536 
terrorists.

(3) Further more Solicitor General told the SC bench that no bullets have been 
fired after August 5.

 z The court directed the Union of India and the Jammu and Kashmir government to 
file their responses to petitions.

 z What are the petitioners concerns 
(1) Public transport is not functioning.
(2) Media freedom is crippled.
(3) No internet and communication services.
(4) Difficulty in accessing the J&K High Court.
(5) As per media reports of detention of children aged between 10 and 18.

 z The Court has urged the J&K government to
(1) To take all the necessary measures keeping in mind national and internal 

security, to ensure that normal life is restored in Kashmir.
(2) Ensure people have access to healthcare facilities and schools, colleges and 

other educational institutions and public transport function and operate 
normally.

(3) CJI stated that he would seek a report from the Chief Justice of High Court and 
if the need be visit personally to the Union Territory of J n K over the allegation 
that the High Court is not approachable.

Source The Hindu

Supreme Court Reserves order on SC/ST Act 
Why in 
news?

 z SC reserved its orders on a review petition filed by the government against a 
judgment allowing anticipatory bail to persons accused of committing atrocities 
on people belonging to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.

 z SC in its earlier verdict had reasoned that the anti-atrocities law was misused as 
a means for blackmail.

More in 
news

 z The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Amendment Act of 2018 nullified the judgment of the Supreme Court.

 z The original 1989 Act bars anticipatory bail.
 z Several petitions were filed challenging the Amendment Act.
 z What are the petitioners contentions

(1) The Petitioners have called the amendments a  blunder and a violation of the 
fundamental right to equality and personal liberty.  

 z What the Govt has to say about the amendments 
(1) They were necessary as the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes would 

continue to face the same social stigma, poverty and humiliation.
(2) There was no decrease in the atrocities committed on members of SC/ST 

communities despite the laws meant to protect their civil rights.
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(3) The sad state of affairs was prevalent despite the existence of 195 special 
courts across 14 States to exclusively try Prevention of Atrocities (PoA) cases.

(4) The SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act of 1989 is the least which the country 
owes to this section of the society who have been denied several civil rights 
since generations and have been subjected to indignities and humiliations

 z Nothing Changes
(1) As per the National Crime Records Bureau statistics, there is no decrease in 

the crimes against SC/ST members.
(2) The number of cases registered under the PoA in 2014 is 47124, while in 

2015 it is 44839 and 47,338 in 2016.
(3) In 2014, 28.8% of the cases were convicted, 71.2% acquittal and 85.3% cases 

pending.
(4) The next year saw 25.8% convictions, 74.2% acquittals and 87.3% pendency. 

In 2016, there was 24.9% convictions, 75.1% acquittals and 89.3% pendency.
Source The Hindu

Accessing Internet is a basic Right
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Kerala High Court held that the right to have access to the Internet is part of 
the fundamental right to education as well as the right to privacy under Article 21 
of the Constitution.

More in the 
news

 z What the Court has to say 
(1) Human Rights Council of the United Nations has found that the right of access to 

Internet is a fundamental freedom and a tool to ensure right to education.
(2) A rule or instruction which impairs the said right cannot be permitted to 

stand in the eye of law.
(3) The fundamental freedom under Article 19(1)(a) can be reasonably restricted 

only for the purposes mentioned in Article 19(2).
(4) The restriction must be justified on the anvil of necessity and not the 

quicksand of convenience or expediency.
Source The Hindu.

Supreme Court (Amendment) Rules of 2019
Why in 
news?

 z The Supreme Court has notified the Supreme Court (Amendment) Rules of 2019.

More in 
news

 z What does the notification say 
(1) It expands the ‘master of roster’ authority of the CJI to hand-pick one of his 

colleagues to form a Single Bench.
(2) The single judge bench will hear and decide petitions dealing with matters 

of  
 ¾ bail,
 ¾ transfer of cases, 
 ¾ hear appeals filed under Section 406 of the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(CrPC)for transfer of cases from one High Court to the other or one 
criminal court to another,

 ¾ it would decide cases of transfer of an “urgent nature” applied under 
Section 25 of the CrPC,
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 ¾ it allows advocates enrolled in any State Bar Council under the Advocates 
Act to argue a case in person directly without nod from the Registrar 
concerned.

 ¾ any other category of cases notified by the CJI from time to time. 
 z The notification comes in the wake of the expansion of the Supreme Court. Its 

judicial strength has increased from 31 to 34.
 z Why the opposition

(1) Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA), however, strongly objected to the 
amendment.

(2) It passed a resolution which stated that the amendments were passed 
without consulting the SCBA and urged the CJI to withdraw the amendment.

(3) The decision is a departure from the Rules followed till date.
 ¾ Under Order VI, Rule 1 of the Supreme Court Rules of 2013, a Bench should 

have a minimum of two judges.
 ¾ However, with the current amendment, the court would see a Single Judge 

Bench like in the High Courts.
Source The Hindu

EC cuts short disqualification term of Sikkim CM Tamang
Why in 
news?

 z Sikkim Chief Minister Prem Singh Tamang’s disqualification has been sharply 
reduced to just a year and a month by the Election Commission of India (ECI).

 z He was Barred by law from contesting elections for six years after completing his 
one-year prison term in a graft case in 2018.

 z The case pertained to his tenure as State Animal Husbandry Minister.
More in 
news

 z In their order, Chief Election Commissioner reduced Mr. Tamang’s period of 
disqualification, citing Section 11 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, 
which allows the ECI to reduce or remove disqualification “for reasons to be 
recorded.

 z The ECI’s order said the “alleged offence for which the SKM leader had been 
convicted in 2016 went back to 1996-1997, when the minimum punishment of 
two years would lead to disqualification under the RP Act.

 z The order noted that Mr. Tamang had been sentenced to one year imprisonment 
on December 26, 2016, and that the section of the Prevention of Corruption Act, 
1988, under which he was convicted, had been omitted in an amendment in 
2018. He completed the one-year sentence on August 10, 2018.

Source The Hindu



Miscellaneous
A Study on traffickers
Why is it in 
news?

 z A study on profile of persons accused in trafficking in West Bengal and Andhra 
Pradesh has revealed that one-third of them are women.



 68   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs September - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

More in 
news

 z Finding of the study
(1) 50% of the accused in trafficking are from the age group of 25 to 45 years.
(2) Of the 429 people accused only in 30 were the accused family members, 

including from the extended family.
(3) Detailed inquiry has revealed that the accused is not a relative but a neighbour 

or an acquaintance.
(4) Neighbours were the largest group of traffickers followed by unknown 

people.
(5) In many cases of trafficking, survivors were unaware of victim’s compensation.
(6) Impunity to traffickers - because of lack of legal support and prolonged trial 

to survivors.
(7) National Crime Record Bureau for 2016 recorded 8,132 cases of human 

trafficking in the country, of which 3,579 cases (around 44%) were from West 
Bengal alone.

Source The Hindu

WHO SE Asia Region plans to banish measles AND rubella by 2023
Why is it in 
news?

 z Member-countries of the World Health Organisation (WHO) South-East Asia 
Region have resolved to eliminate measles and rubella by 2023.

More in 
news

 z A resolution to eliminate the diseases was adopted at the 72nd session of the 
WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia in Delhi.

 z Measles is particularly dangerous for the poor - as it attacks malnourished 
children and those with reduced immunity

 z It can cause – 
(1) Blindness,
(2) Encephalitis
(3) Severe diarrhoea 
(4) Ear infection 
(5) Pneumonia

 z While rubella/congenital rubella syndrome (CRS) causes irreversible birth 
defects.

 z Eliminating measles will prevent 500,000 deaths a year in the region, while 
eliminating rubella/CRS would avert about 55,000 cases of rubella.

 z Measles elimination and rubella control has been a regional flagship priority 
since 2014.

 z How have other countries performed 
(1) Countries who have eliminated Measles - Bhutan, North Korea, the Maldives, 

Sri Lanka and Timor-Leste
(2) Countries who have controlled Rubella - Bangladesh, Bhutan, the Maldives, 

Nepal, Sri Lanka and Timor-Leste.
Source The Hindu

 Polls for Block Development Councils
Why in 
news?

 z Elections to 316 Block Development Councils (BDCs) in J&K will be announced soon.
 z The polls are to be completed before the State is formally declared a Union 

Territory on October 31.
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More in 
news

 z All necessary arrangements are in place for conducting polls.
 z Government is keen for devolution of power to panchayats so as to move towards 

grass roots democracy & creating new political leadership in the State.
 z The panchayat polls also unlocked the ₹2,700 crore funds earmarked for Jammu 

and Kashmir under the 14th Finance Commission.
 z Concerns raised over the Poll are

(1) Leaders of most political parties under detention making it difficult for them 
to participate in the polls.

(2) Two regional parties, the National Conference (NC) and the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) had boycotted the panchayat polls.

 z Vice-President Meet with J&K sarpanches stated
(1) Holding elections to local bodies every five years should be made mandatory.
(2) There should be no discretion or scope for the States to either postpone or 

advance them.
Source The Hindu

 

A Multi – Ministerial Plan against SUP 
Why in 
news?

 z Union government to work on a multi-ministerial plan to discourage the use of 
Single Use Plastics (SUP).

 z The scheme is likely to begin from October 2, Gandhi Jayanti.
More in 
news

 z Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change
(1) It will be the nodal Ministry for the scheme
(2) The Ministry is to ensure ban on SUPs and finalise the pending policy for 

Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR), especially on milk packets.
 z Department of Industrial Promotion – to work towards using plastic as a fuel in 

cement factories. 
 z National Highway Authority of India (NHAI) to ensure 

(1) Collection and transportation of plastic waste along Highways
(2) To use the collected plastic in road constructions.
(3) A study has shown roads constructed using water plastic are not only durable 

against extreme weather conditions but also cost effective.
 z Railways Ministry – 

(1) They are to organise shramdaans (voluntary work) on October 2 for collection 
of plastic waste at railway stations and on railway tracks.

(2) Run advertising radio spots on all trains.
 z Urban local bodies 

(1) To organise massive shramdaan on plastic collection
(2) The collected waste to be segregated into recyclable and non-recyclable 

categories. 

Environment2
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 z Gram panchayats - to ensure roads under the Prime Minister Gram Sadak Yojana 
(PMGSY), or rural roads programme, are built using plastic waste. 

Source The Hindu

Protection of the Great Indian Bustard
Why is it in 
news?

 z National Green Tribunal has noted the high mortality rate of the Great Indian 
Bustard. 

 z It has directed the Centre to come up with a plan within two months for protection 
of the birds.

More in 
news

 z Joint Committee – comprising of NGT chairperson, officials of the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Ministry of Power and Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy was asked to prepare an action plan.

 z The Action plan  is to implement the suggestions put forth by the Wildlife Institute 
of India (WII).

 z The WII in its report stated to undertake steps to reduce poaching of the specie 
and other wildlife in the Thar landscape. 

Source The Hindu

Asian elephants perceive distress and also respond to it, say 
researchers
Why in 
news?

 z Scientists have for the first time observed and recorded the behavior of free-
ranging Asian elephants towards dying and dead elephants

More in 
news

 z The research paper was titled Behavioural responses of free-ranging Asian 
elephants (elephas maximus) towards dying or dead conspecifics, (conspecifics 
refers to member of same species).

 z Researchers observed 
(1) The elephants showed behaviours like exploratory (sniffing and inspecting) 

and epimeletic (supporting the distressed animals) or physically helping 
supporting dying calves. 

(2) High frequency vocalisation (trumpets) by an adult female in the case of 
dying calves.

(3) Like their African counterparts, Asian elephants might experience distress in 
response to death of conspecifics and may have some awareness of death.  

(4) Scientists have recorded three specific cases of elephants responding to 
injured, dying or dead conspecifics.

(5) Two of the three cases involved adult female calf pair and involved epimeletic 
or helping behavior towards the injured and dying calves.

(6) In the case of African elephants a behaviour was observed which involves 
taking interest in the bones of other elephants. “But that kind of behavior has 
not been observed in Asian elephants so far

Source The Hindu

 Higher Green Energy Targets for India  
Why in 
news?

 z India’s renewable energy target will be increased to 450 GW, Prime Minister 
announced at the United Nations Climate Action Summit.
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More in 
news

 z On Green Energy
(1) Mr. Modi reiterated India’s commitment of 175 GW renewable energy 

capacity by 2022, in the Paris Climate Agreement.
(2) India plans to “considerably increase the proportion of the biofuel blend in 

petrol and diesel.
(3) Making the transport sector green through the use of electrical vehicles.

 z Mr Modi also stated that India would spend approximately $50 billion in the next 
few years on the Jal Jeevan Mission to conserve water, harvest rainwater and 
develop water resources.

 z On International Solar Alliance, an Indian-led initiative, and that India had 
provided 160 million families with cooking gas connections.

 z Budding Initiatives 
(1) A platform with Sweden and other countries, for governments and the private 

sector to work together to develop low carbon pathways for industry.
(2) Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure.

 ¾ This initiative was approved by the Union Cabinet last month and ₹480 
crore has been allocated for technical assistance and projects.

 ¾ The U.K., Australia and island nations such as Fiji and the Maldives will be 
part of this coalition.

 z The U.S., Brazil, and South Africa are among countries that will not be speaking 
at the summit.

Source The Hindu

 No more waste mounds on Siachen  
Why in 
news?

 z Since January 2018, nearly 130 tonnes of waste has been brought down from the 
Siachen Glacier and disposed of, Army.

 z India has held the glacier’s dominating heights since it occupied them in 1984 
under ‘Operation Meghdoot’.

More in 
news

 z 130 tones include
(1) 48.4 tonnes of biodegradable garbage, 
(2) 40.32 tonnes of non-biodegradable, non-metallic waste and, 
(3) 42.45 tonnes of metallic scrap.

 z Three types of wastes are disposed of differently. Biodegradable waste consists 
of cartons and packets rolled using baling machines.

 z For the non-biodegradable, non-metallic waste, three incinerators have been set 
up at Siachen base camp, Partapur, and near Bukdang village, at 10,000 feet.

 z Challenges
(1) The high altitude as most posts were located between 18,000 and 21,000 

feet.
(2) Nothing degrades at sub-zero temperatures, so everything had to be brought 

down.
 z Based on a 2018 concept note on waste management on the glacier, the Army 

has made bringing down waste a part of the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 
for troops.

 z In the past, waste disposal work was fragmented and intermittent.
 z Army is looking to cut waste in the rations and utilities delivered on the glacier, 

and make Siachen garbage-free in 12-15 years.
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Source The Hindu

 Latest IPCC Report
Why in 
news?

 z With representatives from nearly 200 countries at the United Nations Climate 
Summit underway in the United States, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) made public a special report.

 z The Report underlined the dire changes taking place in oceans, glaciers and ice-
deposits on land and sea.

More in 
news

 z Finding of the Report
(1) Over the 21st century, the ocean is projected to transition to unprecedented 

conditions
 ¾ increased temperatures, 
 ¾ further ocean acidification,
 ¾ marine heatwaves 
 ¾ more frequent extreme El Niño and La Niña events.

(2) The global ocean has warmed unabated since 1970 and has taken up more 
than 90% of the excess heat in the climate system (high confidence). 

 ¾ Since 1993, the rate of ocean warming has more than doubled. 
 ¾ Marine heatwaves have very likely doubled in frequency since 1982 and 

are increasing in intensity.
 z The ‘Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in a Changing Climate’ was 

prepared following an IPCC Panel decision in 2016 to prepare three Special 
Reports and follows the Special Reports on Global Warming of 1.5°C (SR1.5), and 
on Climate Change and Land (SRCCL).

 z Floods will become more frequent and severe in the mountainous and 
downstream areas of the Indus, Ganges and Brahmaputra river basins, because 
of increase in extreme precipitation events. 

 z The severity of flood events is expected to more than double towards the end 
of the century.

Source The Hindu
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India, Mongolia to explore space together
Why is in 
the news?

 z Recently India and Mongolia signed MoUs on space cooperation and disaster 
management that will provide a new dimension to the India-Mongolia strategic 
partnership.

More in 
news

 z A press note was issued by the Ministry of External Affairs which said that the 
agreements would allow India to support Mongolia in resource management 
and satellite communication.

 z A joint statement said the space cooperation would allow “peaceful exploration” 
of outer space and include remote sensing and weather forecasting

 z Cyber Security TrainingCentre
(1) Both sides took stock of the project to build a Cyber Security Training Centre 

to be established in Mongolia with Indian support.
(2) The statement said the cyber centre is nearing completion.

 z India-Mongolia Military Excercises
 z India and Mongolia at present carry out regular military exercises named 

“Nomadic Elephant” and “Khaan Quest” which is expected to be broadened 
following the recent MoU.

Source The Hindu

India is the top source of immigrants across the globe
Why is it the 
news?

 z The International Migrant Stock 2019, released by the UN DESA's Population 
Division, said the number of international migrants in the world had reached an 
estimated 272 million 2019 — 51 million more than in 2010

More in 
news

 z India has emerged as the leading country of origin for immigrants across the 
world.

 z 17.5 million international migrants came from India in 2019
 z This number is up from 15.9 million in 2015, according to a dataset released 

by the Union Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs in New York 
recently.

 z Bangladesh was the leading country of origin for migrants in India,

International Relation3
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Source The Hindu

Iran rejects US charge it was behind Saudi oil attacks
Why is it 
news?

 z Iran has denied it was involved in Yemen rebel drone attacks targeting the world’s 
biggest oil processing facility and an oil field in Saudi Arabia

More in 
news

 z The attacks claimed by Yemen’s Houthi rebels resulted in “the temporary 
suspension of production operations” at the Abqaiq processing facility and the 
Khurais oil field

 z US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo directly blamed Iran for the attack without 
offering evidence to support his claim

 z Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Abbas Mousavi dismissed Pompeo’s remarks 
as “blind and futile comments”

Source The News International
India, Australia to elevate strategic partnership
Why is in 
news?

 z Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is expected to visit Australia in November when 
both countries are likely to conclude the long-pending mutual logistics support 
agreement and a broader maritime cooperation agreement to elevate the 
strategic partnership.

More in 
news

 z The mutual logistics support agreement, information exchange and a broader 
maritime agreement, including maritime domain awareness, are expected to be 
concluded soon.

 z These will lead to greater interoperability and help in elevating the strategic 
partnership.

 z India-Australia strategic partnership
 ¾ The two countries have steadily expanded cooperation in maritime domain awareness
 ¾ Australia has been keen on a mutual logistics support agreement and submitted 

a draft after India signed the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement 
with the U.S. in 2016

 ¾ The bilateral naval exercise, AUSINDEX, held earlier this year saw the 
participation of the largest Australian naval contingent ever sent to India, 
with over 1,000 men

 ¾ The Indian Navy and the Royal Australian Navy are partners in the Indian Ocean 
Naval Symposium (IONS), a maritime cooperation construct conceptualised 
by the Indian Navy in 2008
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 ¾ Both Navies are also co-chairs for the IONS working group on information-
sharing and interoperability, for which the inaugural meeting was hosted by 
Australia in June 2019

 ¾ The defence cooperation between India and Australia is underpinned on the 
Memorandum on Defence Cooperation 2006, the Joint Declaration on Security 
Cooperation 2009 and the bilateral Framework for Security Cooperation 2014

 z Mutual Logistic Support Agreement
 ¾ Logistics agreements are administrative arrangements facilitating access to 

military facilities for exchange of fuel and provisions on mutual agreement 
simplifying logistical support and increasing operational turnaround

Source The Hindu

All 16 nations set for final RCEP deal: Australian negotiator
Why is it 
news?

 z Recently Australia’s lead negotiator for the 16-nation free trade agreement (FTA) 
says all countries have “committed” to completing talks in time for the RCEP 
summit on November 1.

More in 
news

 z Government of India has given conflicting signals over whether India will join the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) this year.

 z India is seeking a mechanism to ‘cap’ imports as a safeguard measure in case its 
withdrawal of tariffs under RCEP leads to a sudden surge in goods flooding the 
Indian market

 z Other sticking points have been over a dual tariff mechanism for countries India 
doesn’t have an FTA with like China, and the rest, as well as the need for freedom 
of movement for services from India to the other countries.

 z More about RCEP
 ¾ If completed, RCEP will be the world’s biggest FTA, comprising countries that 

makeup 45% of the world’s population with 33% of its GDP, and at least 28% 
of all trade in the world today, which are projected to form half the world’s 
GDP by 2050

Source The Hindu

India, ASEAN agree to review free trade pact in goods
Why in 
news?

 z India and 10-member bloc of South-East Asian nations have agreed to review 
their free trade agreement, signed in 2009, to make it more business-friendly and 
boost economic ties

More in 
news

 z The two sides also decided to constitute a joint committee for this purpose, 
according to a statement.

 z This was agreed upon during the meeting between Economic Ministers of ASEAN 
and Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal in Bangkok in September. They met for the 
16th AEM-India consultations.

 z India-ASEAN Trade in Goods Pact
 ¾ The India-ASEAN trade in goods pact came into force from January 2010.
 ¾ Under the pact, two trading partners set timelines for eliminating duties on 

the maximum number of goods traded between the two regions.
 ¾ The 10 ASEAN members are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Laos and Vietnam.
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Source The Hindu

Modi, Oli open cross-border pipeline
Why is it 
news?

 z PM Modi and PM of Nepal K. P Oli recently inaugurated theMotihari Amlekhgunj 
energy pipeline through a video link.

More in 
news

 z Prime Minister Modi said the 69 km Motihari Amlekhgunj pipeline, having a 
capacity of 2 million metric ton per annum, will provide cleaner petroleum 
products at affordable cost to the people of Nepal.

 z Mr. Modi accepted the invitation from his Nepalicounterpart to visit Kathmandu.
 z Motihari-Amlekhgunj Energy Pipeline 

 ¾ The project is one of theseveral connectivity schemes that India and Nepal 
have been planning foryears, and was inked in 2015

 ¾ The project is being led by the Indian Oil Corporationand the Nepal Oil 
Corporation, which built the infrastructure in Amlekhgunj.

 ¾ A test supply was carriedout in July after which both sides agreed to 
operationalize the energy route, a firsttime effort in South Asia

Source The Hindu

U.S.-Taliban deal would have been disastrous for Afghanistan: 
Diplomats
Why is it 
news?

 z Criticising the United States for having carried out talks with the Taliban without 
involving the Afghan government or regional players, the Iranian Ambassador 
to India said here that Tehran is “worried” about the prospect of a Taliban-led 
government in Kabul.

More in 
news

 z Iran’s worries matched Indian concerns over the deal, which Indian diplomats 
said would have “thrown Afghanistan under the bus.

 z Mr. Chegeni said the main problem with the deal being negotiated between U.S. 
special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad and Taliban representatives in Doha was that 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani’s government was not at the table for the talks.

 z Iran was invited to regional talks on the Afghanistan peace process in Beijing, 
attended by China, Russia, U.S. and Pakistan, but had declined to attend because 
the Ghani government was not represented.

 z Indian Stand
 ¾ India has yet to formally respond to the dramatic turn of events, which led to 

the U.S. cancelling a planned meeting with Taliban leaders and with Afghan 
President Ashraf Ghani at ‘Camp David’ over the weekend to announce a 
peace deal

 ¾ Officials said they would prefer to take a cautious approach, in the event 
Washington tried to salvage talks with the Taliban again.

Sources The Hindu

India, South Korea seal logistics pact
Why is it 
news?

 z India and South Korea concluded a military logistics agreement during the 
ongoing visit of Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to Seoul

More in 
news

 z The two countries also formulated a forward-looking road map to take bilateral 
defence industry cooperation to the next level
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 z India will be able to get assured logistic support when it operates in the Indo-
Pacific in the ports of South Korea.

 z Such agreements extend the reach, presence and sustainability of Navy ships 
when deployed at great distances from home ports.

 z Mr. Singh also invited the South Korean industry to explore the feasibility of local 
production of items, used in main weapon systems imported by Defence Public 
Sector Undertakings.

Source The Hindu

WHO South-East Asia Region plans to banish measles, rubella by 2023 
Why is it 
news?

 z Member-countries of the World Health Organisation (WHO) South-East Asia 
Region have resolved to eliminate highly infectious childhood killer diseases 
measles and rubella by 2023.

More in 
news

 z A resolution to eliminate the diseases was adopted at the 72nd session of the 
WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia in Delhi.

 z The resolution calls for ensuring a highly sensitive laboratory supported case-
based surveillance system – better evidence for appropriate planning and 
response

 z “The new target to eliminate both the diseases will leverage the existing 
momentum and a strong political commitment, which is being demonstrated 
through unprecedented efforts, progress and successes in recent years,” said Dr. 
Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO South-East Asia.

 z Measles
 ¾ Measles is particularly dangerous for the poor, as it attacks malnourished 

children and those with reduced immunity.
 ¾ It can cause serious complications, including blindness, encephalitis, severe 

diarrhoea, ear infection and pneumonia, while rubella/ congenital rubella 
syndrome (CRS) causes irreversible birth defects.

 ¾ Measles elimination and rubella control has been a regional flagship priority 
since 2014.

 ¾ Bhutan, DPR Korea, Maldives, Sri Lanka and Timor-Leste have eliminated 
measles and Bangladesh, Bhutan, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Timor-
Leste have controlled rubella

Source The Hindu

No water storage projects in Tibet, says China
Why is it in 
news?

 z China has built one and is constructing two more run-of-the-river hydro power 
plants on the YarlungZangbo River, which is known as the Brahmaputra in India, 
a top Chinese official told a group of visiting Indian journalists recently.

More in 
news

 z The official also reiterated that there is no water storage involved in these 
projects.

 z According to the official, China was sticking to a bilateral agreement with India to 
supply data on water flow levels at a time of possible floods.

 z As of now, this information sharing on flood information was confined to two 
rivers — the YarlungZangbo and the Sutlej.

Source The Hindu
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India, Japan to hold 2+2 dialogue on Indo-Pacific cooperation
Why is it 
news?

 z India and Japan have decided to hold their first Foreign and Defence Ministerial 
Dialogue (2+2) ahead of the Japan-India annual summit this year for “advancing 
cooperation towards peace and prosperity of the Indo-Pacific region”

More in 
news

 z Accord on the meeting was reached by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and his 
Japanese counterpart Takeshi Iwaya at the India-Japan annual defence ministerial 
dialogue.

 z The Prime Ministers of Japan and India, in their vision statement in October 2018, 
had reiterated their commitment to working together towards a free and open 
Indo-Pacific.

 z The Armies and Air Forces of India and Japan held their first bilateralexercises, 
‘Dharma Guardian’ and ‘ShinyuuMaitri’, in 2018

 z The two countries have made steady progress in Maritime Domain Awareness 
(MDA) based on implementing the arrangement for deeper cooperation between 
the two Navies, signed last year

Source The Hindu

Restrictive measures in J&K being eased, India tells UNHRC
Why is in 
news?

 z India revently declared that Pakistan was trying to polarise the UN Human Rights 
Council to advance its agenda in South Asia.

More in 
news

 z Indian diplomat shed light on the contradiction between Pakistan’s attempts to 
champion human rights in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir and the 
denial of the same rights to various communities within Pakistan at the UN body’s 
42nd Regular Session in Geneva

 z The Indian diplomat highlighted the discrimination faced by the minority religious 
communities and sects in Pakistan and stated that Islamabad has forgotten that 
“terrorism is the worst form of human rights abuse”.

 z He emphasised that Pakistan has stopped publishing official numbers of various 
religious and ethnic groups that are facing “elimination” inside that country

Source

India, UAE discuss areas of future cooperation
Why in 
news?

 z India and UAE issued a joint statement following the seventh meeting of UAE-
India High Level Joint Task Force on Investment

More in 
News

 z India and the United Arab Emirates discussed areas for 
future cooperation, including growth opportunities for

 z Indian banks, and the potential for private banks operating at the Abu Dhabi 
GlobalMarket (ADGM) to offer private wealth services in India.

 z The statement added that the Indian government had agreed to “give an 
early consideration and mutually beneficial solution” to the issue of tax 
treatment of the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority’s subsidiaries at the ADGM so 
as to facilitate the authority’s investments in India.

Source The Hindu

Russia formally accepts 2015 Paris climate accord
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Why in 
News?

 z Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev on Monday approved a government 
resolution signifying Moscow’s final acceptance of the Parisclimateaccord.

More in the 
news

 z In Monday’s government resolution, Russia said it did 
not need to ratify the agreement because Moscow had 
already undertaken to honour its commitments whenit signed the deal in April 
2016.

 z Russia is the world’s fourth largest emitter of green house gases and the 
biggest emitter not to have ratified the landmark global climate deal.

Source The Hindu

South Korea keen on fresh start in Odisha
Why in 
news?

 z South Korean Ambassador Shin Bongkil,who led a business delegation, met 
Chief Minister Pa-tnaik and key functionaries of the industries department there on 
Monday

More in the 
news

 z Observing that POSCO’s mega investment had faced many hurdles, Mr. Shin 
said: “I understand both sides have learnt from POSCO’s experience and 
now need to make a fresh start. Odisha is a state growing very fast.”

 z The delegation included representatives of Samsung, Hyundai, Kia and LG.
 z Addressing the delegation, Mr. Patnaik said,“We are in the process of 

promulgating a strategy document, Vision 2030,to ensure that 50% of 
primary metal produced in the State is value-added within the State.

Source The Hindu

India, US trade deal falls through
Why in 
news?

 z The India US trade deal could not make it’s way ahead despite Commerce Minister 
Piyush Goyal's presence in New York to conclude a trade package with US trade 
representative Robert Lighthizer.                                                                                                                                                                  

More in 
news

 z The Major reason for this setback is that the two side could not bridge the gap 
between their respective positions.

 z USA'sStand
 z The U.S. wanted greater access to Indian markets for medical devices, such as 

stents and knee implants, ICT and dairy products and sought the removal of price 
caps.

 z The US had sought the removal of price caps (“Trade Margin Rationalization” or 
TMR) on medical devices and greater access for dairy products and some other 
categories of agricultural goods.

India’s Stand
 z India wanted the reinstatement of preferential market access to U.S. markets 

under the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) program, which was revoked 
in early June.

 z India had also wanted facilitation of processes in agricultural product markets 
where it already had access (such as easier certification of food product irradiation 
facilities) and greater access in some agricultural markets.

Source The Hindu
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PM seeks stronger FATF to curb Terror
Why in 
news?

 z PM Modi said at a special session on extremism and terrorism in New York 
that institutional mechanisms against terrorism such as UNSC(United Nations 
Security Council) sanctions and FATF(Financial Action Task Force) listings should 
not be politicised.

More in 
news

 z Mr. Modi was speaking at the “Leaders’ Dialogue on Strategic Responses to 
Terrorist and Violent Extremist Narratives”, held on the sidelines of the 74th UN 
General Assembly session

 z The meeting was organised by Jordan, France and New Zealand, and attended by 
leaders of about 24 countries, but did not include either China or Pakistan

 z The reference to the FATF is significant, as the global body to counter terror 
financing will meet in November this year to decide on whether Pakistan should 
be ‘blacklisted’ for its failure to take credible action.

Source The Hindu

PM Modi receives Global Goalkeeper award forSwachh Bharat Abhiyan
Why in 
news?

 z PM Modi on Wednesday received the Global Goalkeeper Award for Swachh 
Bharat Mission from Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation .

More in 
news

 z The award ceremony took place on the sidelines of the United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA) session in New York.

 z Global Goalkeeper Award is a "special recognition" by the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

 z The award celebrates a political leader who has "demonstrated their commitment 
to the Global Goals through impactful work in their country and/or globally."

 z "The Swachh Bharat Mission can serve as a model for other countries around the 
world that urgently need to improve access to sanitation for the world's poorest," 
said Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Source The Hindu

India offers aid to Pacific island nations
Why in 
news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi has announced a $150 million line of credit to 
the group of Pacific island nations for undertaking solar, renewable energy and 
climate related projects based on their requirement.

More in  
news

 z Mr. Modi, who attended the India-Pacific Islands Developing States (PSIDS) 
Leaders’ Meeting, also announced a total allocation of $12 million to the member 
states towards implementation of high-impact developmental project in the area 
of their choice.

 z This is the first time PM Modi has met the leaders of the PSIDS on the margins of 
UNGA in a multi-lateral format.

 z PM Modi also invited Leaders of PSIDS to join the Coalition for Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure (CDRI).

Source The Hindu

PM Modi meets Rouhani to discuss Chabahar progress
Why is it 
news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Iranian President Hassan Rouhani met along 
the sidelines of the UN General Assembly’s 74th session in New York
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 z The two leaders discussed progress on Iran’s Chabahar Port — which India is 
helping to develop

More in 
news

 z Prime Minister reiterated India's support for giving priority to diplomacy, dialogue 
and confidence building in the interest of maintaining peace, security and stability 
in the Gulf region, which is of vital importance for India

 z They [the leaders] especially mentioned operationalisation of Chabahar Port and 
noted it’s importance as gateway to and for the landlocked Afghanistan and the 
Central Asian region,” a statement from the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said

Source The Hindu

Panchsheelmustforpeace
Why is it 
news?

 z Chinese envoy Sun Weidong urged India to follow the principle of peaceful 
coexistence that was devised in Nehruvian era

More in 
news

 z He was speaking at the reception to celebrate 70th Anniversary of founding of the 
People’s Republic of China.

 z The principle of Panchsheel should be followed  in relations between India and 
China to ensure peaceful coexistence.

 z Panchsheel
(1) Panchsheel is also known as the Five Principles of peaceful coexistence.

 ¾ Mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty
 ¾ Mutual non-aggression
 ¾ Mutual non-interference
 ¾ Equality and cooperation for mutual benefit
 ¾ Peaceful coexistence

Source The Hindu



Cardiovascular diseases
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Recently a study- 'PURE study' came up with findings which tracked over 1,62,000 
individuals, aged 35-70 years, living in 21 countries across five continents, over 
about 9.5 years. 

More in the 
news

 z The High Income Countries(HIC) in the study were Canada, Saudi Arabia, Sweden 
and United Arab Emirates. 

 z The middle-income countries (MIC) were Argentina, Brazil, Chile, China, Columbia, 
Iran, Malaysia, Palestine, Philippines, Poland, Turkey and South Africa. 

 z The LIC were Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Tanzania and Zimbabwe.
Findings of the Study:

 z Cardiovascular disease (CVD) continues to be the leading cause of death across 
the world.

    Social Issues4
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 z There are significant variations between rich and poor nations. 
 z While in high income countries, death from cancer is twice that of CVD, in low 

income countries, including India, death from cardiac disease was three times 
that of cancer. 

 z Indoor or household air pollution has been identified as a key cause of CVD.
 z Though risk factors are lower in low income countries, factors such as access to 

quality health care and lack of insurance have a play, leading to the mortality.
Source The Hindu.

 Two out of three child deaths due to Malnutrition: report 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z According to the first comprehensive estimate of disease burden due to child and 
maternal malnutrition, two-thirds of the 1.04 million deaths in children under 
five years in India are still attributable to malnutrition.

More in the 
news

 z The report was published in The Lancet Child & Adolescent Health by the India 
State-Level Disease Burden Initiative.

 z It is a joint initiative of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Public 
Health Foundation of India, and Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 z It also includes experts and stakeholders associated with over 100 Indian 
institutions, involving many leading health scientists.

 z Findings of the Report:
(1) The disability-adjusted life year (DALY) rate attributable to malnutrition in children 

varies 7-fold among most States.
(2) One DALY can be thought of as one last year of healthy life. 
(3) DALY is highest in Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Assam, followed by 

Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha etc.
(4) Children in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Sikkim are the least affected.
(5) The overall under-five death rate and the death rate due to malnutrition has 

decreased substantially from 1990 to 2017.
(6) But malnutrition is still the leading risk factor for death in children under five 

years.
(7) Malnutrition is also the leading risk factor for disease burden for all ages 

considered together in most States.
(8) The low birth weight needs particular policy attention in India as it is the 

biggest contributor to child death among all malnutrition indications and its 
rate of decline is among the lowest. 

(9) The overweight among a subset of children is becoming a significant public 
health problem as it is increasing rapidly across all States.

 z Some Measures:
(1) States will need to implement an integrated nutrition policy to effectively address 

the broader determinants of under-nutrition across the life cycle. 
(2) Focus will be needed on major determinants like:

 ¾ Provision of clean drinking water.
 ¾ Reducing rates of open defecation.
 ¾ Improving women’s educational status.
 ¾ Food and nutrition security for the most vulnerable families.

Source The Hindu.
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 Jiyo Parsi Scheme
Why is it in 
the news?

 z As per the latest data, about 207 children born under the Central government-
funded Jiyo Parsi scheme in a five-year span. 

 z The scheme, meant to arrest the rapidly declining Parsi population, is being 
touted as a success.

More about 
the news

 z About Jiyo Parsi Scheme:
(1) It is a Central government scheme to arrest the decline in population of the Parsi 

Zoroastrian Community in India.
(2) It provides up to Rs. 8 lakh for fertility treatment, delivery and postnatal care.
(3) It covers full costs for couples with an annual income of less than Rs. 15 lakh. 
(4) The scheme covers 75% and 50% expenses for couples with an annual income 

of Rs. 15-25 lakh and over Rs. 25 lakh respectively.
(5) The first phase of Jiyo Pars was focussed on fertility treatment with a health 

component.
(6) The second phase, which began in 2018, targets advocacy, matrimony and 

changing mindsets. 
 z Background:

 (1) The 2011 census pegged the Parsi population at 57,265. 
(2) Community members estimate that the numbers may have slipped to 50,000 

by now. 
(3) Nearly 30% of Parsis are above 65 years and an estimated 30% never marry.

Source The Hindu.

 ‘Poshan Abhiyaan’ targets
Why is it in 
the news ?

 z According to a new study published in The Lancet, India is unlikely to meet targets 
set under the ambitious Poshan Abhiyaan or National Nutrition Mission (NNM).

More in the 
news

 z The report is a joint initiative of Indian Council of Medical Research, Public Health 
Foundation of India (PHFI) and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

 z Findings of the Study (Global Disease Burden Study):
(1) India will miss its target for stunting levels of 25% by 9.6%.
(2) Underweight target of 22.7% will be missed by 4.8%.
(3) Desired low birth level target of 11.4% by 8.9%.
(4) Anaemia level among women of 39.4% by 13.8%.
(5) Anaemia level among children of 44.7% by 11.7%.

 z About Poshan Abhiyaan:
(1) Poshan Abhiyaan, the world’s largest nutrition programme, expected to benefit 10 

crore people, was launched in 2018.
(2) It ims to reduce stunting, underweight, and low birth weight, each by 2% per 

year.
(3) It aims to reduce anaemia among young children, adolescents and women 

each by 3% per year until 2022. 
(4) A special target for stunting is set at 25% by 2022.

 z Data of National Family Health Survey-4 (2015-2016):
(1) About 38.4% of children under the age of five are stunted.
(2) About 35.7% are underweight.
(3) About 18% of children were born underweight (less than 2.5 kg).
(4) About 58% of children between the age of 6-59 months have anaemia.
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(5) About 53% of women in the age of 14-49 years have anaemia.
Source The Hindu.

 Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY)
Why is it in 
the news ?

 z The Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-JAY) completed an 
year on 23rd September 2019.

 z PM-JAY has recorded 46.4 lakh hospital treatments worth ₹7,500 crore with 60% 
of the amount being spent on tertiary care. 

More in the 
news

 z According to figures released by PM-JAY, the coverage has resulted in saving of 
over Rs. 12,000 crore to the beneficiary families. 

 z Currently, 32 States and Union Territories are implementing the scheme and 
more than 10 crore beneficiary cards have been issued.

 z PM-JAY:
(1) It is the flagship scheme of the government with an aim to bring quality healthcare 

to around 50 crore poor and vulnerable Indians. 
(2) The scheme gives annual healthcare benefits of up to Rs. 5 lakh for every 

entitled family. 
(3) PM-JAY provides cashless and paperless access to services for the beneficiary 

at the point of service.
 z Aim: 

(1) The scheme continues to focus on reducing catastrophic out-of-pocket health 
expenditure.

(2) It aims to improve access to quality health care and meeting the unmet need 
of the population.

Source The Hindu.

 Obesity and undernutrition coexist: Study
Why is it in 
the news?

 z As per the first-ever national nutrition survey conducted by the Centre, there is 
coexistence of obesity and undernutrition, among school going children.

 z The survey however yet to be made public.
More in the 
news

Key Findings of the Survey:
 z Nearly 10% of children in the age group of 5-9 years and adolescents in the age 

group of 10-19 years are pre-diabetic.
 z 5% are overweight and another 5% suffer from blood pressure. 
 z A quarter of 5-9 and 10-19 year-olds were thin for their age, one in five children 

5-9 years’ old were stunted.
 z Tamil Nadu and Goa had the highest number of adolescents (aged 10-19 years) 

who were either overweight or obese.
 z Goa had the most number of obese adolescents.

Source The Hindu.

 Silicosis
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Miners of Ganj Basoda district in Madhya Pradesh appealed to the government 
for right treatment, instead of being treated for tuberculosis.

 z The miners are suffering from silicosis.
More in the 
news

 z Around 10,000 miners from 40 villages in the district have been facing the threat 
of the respiratory disease.
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 z Recently, two children, aged 12 and 14 years, died of silicosis in the village.
 z About the Silicosis Disease:

(1) It is an occupational disease.
(2) Silicosis is more prevalent among miners who are exposed to dust containing 

crystallised silica. 
(3) Over time, it could build up in lungs, cause bloody coughing and breathlessness.

Source The Hindu.



 RBI's Annual Report
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India released its Annual Report (2018-19) at the month end 
of August.

 z The RBI mentioned about some of the important aspects like banking frauds, RBI 
surplus, economic slowdown etc.

Highlights of 
the Report

Slowdown:
 z Lack of domestic demand is holding back the animal spirits in the economy.
 z The report also emphasised the need to revive consumption demand and private 

investment during 2019-20. 
 z There are structural issues in land, labour, agricultural marketing and the like, 

which need to be addressed.
 z It talks about strengthening the banking and non-banking sectors. 
 z A big push for spending on infrastructure and implementation of much needed 

structural reforms in the areas of labour laws, taxation, and other legal reforms.
Banking Frauds:

 z Bank frauds saw a whopping 73.8% jump in value in 2018-19 as compared to the 
previous year. 

 z In terms of number of cases, it was up 15%.
 z The overall average lag between the date of occurrence and its detection by 

banks was 22 months.
 z The average lag for large frauds, that is Rs. 100 crore and above, which amounted 

to Rs. 52,200 crore in 2018-19, was 55 months.
 z Among bank groups, public sector banks (PSBs) have accounted for the bulk of 

frauds reported in 2018-19. These were followed by private sector banks and 
foreign banks.

RBI Surplus:
 z Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced a huge surplus of Rs. 1,23,414 crore 

for 2018-19 (July-June accounting year).
 z RBI's annual report has given two major reasons as to how RBI earn these reserves.
 z First, a huge Rs. Z8,998 crore gain from foreign exchange transactions thanks 

mainly to a change in accounting policy. 

ECONOMY5
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 z Until last year, when the RBI sold dollars in the market (to support the rupee), 
the gain or loss was calculated based on the previous Friday’s market value of the 
dollar.

 z This policy was changed this year to reflect the historical acquisition cost of the 
dollar (at around Rs. 53). 

 z This means that, if the RBI were to sell the dollar in the market today at around 
Rs. 72, it stands to gain Rs. 19 for every unit it sells.

 z The second reason for the higher surplus is a leap in interest income which was 
higher by Rs. 32,966 crore compared to 2017-18. 

 z The RBI conducted several rounds of open market operations (OMO) last year to 
infuse liquidity leading to a 57% jump in its holding of government bonds.

Source The Hindu.

 External benchmark-based lending must: RBI
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) made it mandatory for all banks to link floating 
rate loans to an external benchmark. 

Highlights of 
the Report

 z The floating rates which to be linked to the repo rate are- retail customers and 
loans to micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME).

 z The move is aimed at faster transmission of monetary policy rates. 
 z Most of the Banks have been reluctant to cut interest rates despite the RBI 

lowering the repo rate by 110 basis points (bps) between February and August.
 z Some banks have already started to link home and auto loan rates to the repo 

rate.
 z Existing Practice:

(1) At present, interest rates on loans are linked to a bank’s marginal cost of fund-based 
interest rate (MCLR). 

(2) Banks can choose from one of the four external benchmarks:
 ¾ Repo rate, 
 ¾ Three-month treasury bill yield, 
 ¾ Six-month treasury bill yield,
 ¾ Any other benchmark interest rate published by Financial Benchmarks 

India Private Ltd.
 z About MCLR:

(1) It is the internal benchmark lending rate.
(2) It is the rate below which the scheduled commercial banks cannot lend to its 

customers. 
(3) It facilitates the monetary transmission. It is mandatory for banks to consider 

the repo rate while calculating their MCLR.
Source The Hindu.

 SBI’s Teaser Loan Plan
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The State Bank of India’s (SBI) plans to offer fixed-cum-floating home loan rates- 
known as teaser loans.

 z However, the plan is likely to hit a regulatory hurdle as the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) is uncomfortable with such products.

More in the 
news

 z Teaser loans are those which charge comparatively lower rates of interest in the 
first few years after which the rates are increased.
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 z The SBI will engage with the RBI for the teaser loan product which will bear fixed 
interest for about 10 years and then, turn floating. 

 z As of now, there is no fixed rate home loan product in the market.
 z As per SBI, there is demand for such a product, and a fixed-cum-floating rate 

product could have addressed that demand. 
RBI's concerns:

 z As per RBI, some borrowers may find it difficult to service the loans once the 
normal interest rate, which is higher than the rate applicable in the initial years, 
becomes effective. 

 z In addition, a bank, while extending the loan, does not take into account the 
borrowers’ repayment capacity after lending rates increase. 

 z The teaser products are not banned by the regulator (RBI).
 z High Asset provisioning required:

(1) The standard asset provisioning requirement is higher for the teaser loan products. 
(2) For normal home loans, the standard asset provisioning is 0.4% but for teaser 

loans it is 2%.
(3) Higher provisioning discourages banks from offering such products.
(4) Following the introduction of higher risk weights, banks had discontinued 

those products.
Source The Hindu.

 NBFC loan pricing under RBI lens
Why is it in 
the news?

•	 The RBI is looking at the loan pricing regime of non-banking finance 
companies to make the practice of loan pricing more transparent.

More in the 
news

•	 At present, there is no anchor rate for NBFCs, similar to banks, that is linked to 
the lending rate of a particular loan.

Case for Banks:
•	 For example, banks have the marginal cost of fund-based lending rate 

(MCLR)- the anchor rate- and all the loans are linked to such a rate.
•	 Banks were not allowed to lend below the base rate or the MCLR rate. 
•	 Banks are allowed to add a spread, based on the risk assessment, to the anchor 

rate-MCLR.
•	 Background:

1. Generally, the lending rates of banks and NBFCs are not responsive to 
changes in the RBI’s policy rate or the repo rate. 

2. As a result, the banking regulator has now mandated banks that floating 
rate retail loans for homes, vehicles and loans to SMEs should be linked to 
an external benchmark like repo rate.

3. The main objective behind linking loans to an external benchmark was for 
faster transmission of monetary policy rates.

4. At present, only a handful and not all of large NBFCs are supervised by the 
banking regulator RBI.

Source The Hindu.
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100% FDI in Coal
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Central government took a decision to allow 100 per cent foreign direct 
investment (FDI) in the coal sector.

 z It also allowed commercial mining of coal.
More in the 
news

 z The government's decision to open India's coal sector to 100 percent foreign 
direct investment is expected to garner interest from global players.

 z The previous rules had also allowed FDI, but it was allowed for 'captive 
consumption only'.

 z The captive consumption means for internal purpose only. Like it was restricted to 
domestic use like for power projects, iron and steel industry etc. The coal mined 
could not be sold in open market.

 z Now as per the new rules, government allowed the miners to sell the coal in open 
market.

Source The Hindu.

 Higher procurement price for ethanol
Why is it in 
the news ?

 z The Union Cabinet approved a higher procurement price for ethanol purchased 
by oil marketing companies (OMCs) for the ethanol blended petrol (EBP) 
programme. 

More in the 
news

 z The price of ethanol from C-heavy molasses will be increased from Rs. 43.46 per 
litre to Rs. 43.75 per litre. 

 z The price of ethanol from B-heavy molasses will be increased from Rs. 52.43 per 
litre to Rs. 54.27 per litre. 

 z The price of ethanol from sugarcane juice, sugar, and sugar syrup has been set at 
₹59.48 per litre. 

 z The oil marketing companies will also pay the Goods and Services Tax and 
transportation tax associated with the ethanol supply.

 z Ethanol availability for EBP programme is expected to increase significantly due 
to higher price being offered for procurement of ethanol.

 z In January 2013, the Union government launched the Ethanol Blended Petrol 
(EBP) programme, which made it mandatory for oil companies to sell petrol 
blended with at least 5% of ethanol. 

 z Further, to achieve 10% of blending target by 2022 for the entire country excluding 
J&K, North Eastern States and island territories.

 z The National Policy on Bio-fuels had set a target of 20% blending of bio-fuel by 
2030. 

Source The Hindu.

 Draft Report of Mudra loans Survey
Why is it in 
the news?

 z According to the Draft Report of Mudra Survey, Women have comprehensively 
edged out men by cornering more jobs than men.

Government  Policies and Taxation
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More in the 
news

Findings of the draft report:
 z Women cornered 68.92 lakh extra jobs (56.3%) of the total 1.12 crore additional 

employment generated using Mudra loans disbursed during 33 months between 
April 2015 and December 2017. 

 z Over 90% of these come on account of Shishu loans which has the smallest ticket 
size of up to Rs 50,000.

 z In the Kishor (Rs 50,000 to Rs 5 lakh) and Tarun (Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh) loan 
categories, additional jobs going to women drops precipitously.

 z Women account for just 5.88 lakh new jobs which is merely 5.2% of total additional 
employment. 

 z Men have bagged 32.2 lakh or 28.7% extra jobs from loans under these two loan 
categories.

MUDRA Yojana:
 z Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY) is a scheme initiated by Government of 

India to provide loans up to Rs. 10 lakh to non-corporate, non-farm small/micro 
enterprises.

 z Loan amount offered- The scheme has three categories under which loans are 
disbursed:

 ¾ Shishu – For loan amount up to Rs. 50,000
 ¾ Kishor –For loan amount from Rs. 50,001- Rs 5 lakh
 ¾ Tarun – For loan amount more than 5 lakhs and up to Rs 10 lakh.

Source Indian Express.

 Task force to identify infrastructure projects
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Government constituted an inter-ministerial task force to draw up annual 
National Infrastructure Pipeline for each of the five years.

Highlights of 
the Report

 z The Government constituted an inter-ministerial task force to draw up annual 
National Infrastructure Pipeline for each of the five years.

 z The task force will be headed by Economic Affairs Secretary.
 z It will submit its Report on the pipeline for FY 2019-20 by October 31, 2019.
 z The terms of reference of the task force will include:

(1) Identifying technically feasible and financially/ economically viable infrastructure 
projects that can be initiated in FY 2019-20.

(2) Listing the projects that can be included in the pipeline for each of the 
remaining 5 years between FY 2021-25.

(3) Estimating annual infrastructure investment/capital costs.
(4) Guiding the Ministries in identifying appropriate sources of financing
(5) Suggesting measures to monitor the projects so that cost and time overrun is 

minimized.
 z Significance of Infrastructure building:

(1) Availability of quality infrastructure is a pre-requisite to achieve broad-based and 
inclusive growth on a sustainable basis. 

(2) Investment in infrastructure is also necessary for sustaining the high growth 
rate of India. 

(3) To achieve the GDP of $5 trillion by 2024-25, India needs to spend about $1.4 
trillion (Rs. 100 lakh crore) over these years on infra.

Source The Hindu.
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PM launches pension schemes
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Prime Minister dedicated to the nation an ambitious pension scheme for Small 
traders and the farmers.

Schemes Pradhan Mantri Laghu Vyapari Maan-dhan Yojana:
 z The scheme assures minimum monthly pension of Rs 3,000 to all small traders 

and self employed persons after attaining the age of 60 years.
 z An online portal for applicants would be rolled out for applicants.
 z Applicants can also apply through the 3.5 lakh common service centres.
 z Small traders between 18 and 40 years of age, having an annual turnover of less 

than Rs. 1.5 crore would qualify to apply for the scheme. 
 z To be eligible, the applicants should not be covered under the National Pension 

Scheme, Employees’ State Insurance Scheme and the Employees’ Provident Fund 
or be an Income Tax assessee. 

 z An 18-year-old would have to pay Rs. 55 a month, while a 40-year-old would need 
to pay Rs. 200 a month.

 z The government would match the monthly contribution.
 z Also, government will establish a pension fund to run the scheme.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Mandhan Yojana:
 z Farmers between 18 and 40 years of age will get Rs 3,000 monthly pension after 

reaching 60.
Source The Hindu.

 Digital certificate of origin system
Why is it in 
the news ?

 z Commerce Minister launched the common digital platform for the issuance of 
certificates of origin and a steel import monitoring system (SIMS).

 z The Minister also provided more details about the enhanced export credit 
insurance scheme for banks that lend working capital to exporters.

 z The new export credit insurance scheme will be called ‘Nirvik'.
More in the 
news

 z Commerce Minister launched the common digital platform for the issuance of 
certificates of origin and a steel import monitoring system (SIMS).

 z For exports to countries with which India has free trade agreements (FTA), 
exporters have to show a certificate that the consignment originated in India.

 z With the launch of the common digital platform for the issuance of certificates 
of origin, now, these certificates can be obtained online and all the issuing 
authorities will be on the same portal.

 z India was speaking to its trading partners and the countries it had FTAs with to 
ensure they accepted the digital certificates.

 z About Export credit:
(1) At the moment, the Export Credit Guarantee Corporation (ECGC) gives a cover of 

60% of the loss to banks. 
(2) The new scheme will give 90% coverage of the principal and interest of the 

loan for pre- and post-shipment credit, and half of this will be provided in 30 
days.

(3) Also, the claim inspection would be waived for up to Rs. 10 crore. The previous 
limit for document inspection was Rs. 1 crore.

(4) For claims higher than this amount, inspection of bank documents and records 
by ECGC officials will be mandatory.
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Source The Hindu.

 MGNREGA wages
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The government planning to link Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) wages to an updated inflation index.

 z It will be revised annually. 
More in the 
news

 z Given a slump in rural demand and a slowdown in the rural economy, the Centre 
plans to inject more money into MGNREGA.

 z The national average wage of an MGNREGA worker is Rs. 178.44 per day.
 z It is less than half of the Rs. 375 per day minimum wage recommended by a 

Labour Ministry panel earlier this year.
 z The consumption basket of CPI-AL [which determines MGNREGA wage revisions] 

has not been updated for more than three decades, and rural consumption 
patterns have changed drastically in that time.

 
 z Wage Mismatches:

(1) Market wages for men were higher than MGNREGA wages by 74% in 2017-18, while 
for women, it was a 21% gap.

(2) Even with existing wages, the scheme is running out of funds due to increased 
demand for work. 

(3) MGNREGA received a budgetary allocation of Rs. 60,000 crore, of which more 
than 75% has already been released by the Centre even before the halfway 
point of the year.

Source The Hindu.
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Fintech Panel
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Fintech panel setup on various issues relating to the development of the 
fintech sector in India has submitted its report to the Finance Ministry.

 z The panel was formed in March 2018 under the chairmanship of the Economic 
Affairs Secretary to look into how fintech can be used to enhance the financial 
inclusion of micro, small and medium enterprises.

Highlights of 
the Report

Recommendations of the panel:
 z Allow the operation of virtual banks.
 z Ease KYC procedures.
 z Implement fintech to prevent fraud.
 z Incentivise non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) to increase lending to the 

agriculture sector.
Virtual banking system:

 z It is the system where banks do not need to set up branches and yet deliver the 
full-scale retail banking services ranging from extending loans, savings accounts, 
issuing cards and offering payment services through their app or website.

Fintech:
 z FinTech is the business of using technology to improve financial services. 
 z These services are the ways in which consumers and businesses manage, move 

and store their money: paying, lending, saving, borrowing, investing and so on. 
 z Fintech firms are aiming to fragment the finance industry by making these 

services more efficient, convenient and accessible.
 z The ‘tech’ in Fintech is the emergence of brand new technologies, such as Artificial 

Intelligence, blockchain, analytics and big data.
Source The Hindu.

 India among top 10 nations in gold reserves
Why is it in 
the news?

 z According to the World Gold Council, India surpassed the Netherlands to move 
into the list of top ten countries in terms of total gold reserves.

More in the 
news

 z According to the Council, India has gold reserves totalling 618.2 tonnes, which is 
marginally higher than the Netherlands’ reserves of 612.5 tonnes.

 z In terms of individual countries, India actually ranks ninth since the IMF occupies 
the third position after the U.S. and Germany.

 z U.S. leads the country list with total gold reserves of 8,133.5 tonnes followed by 
Germany with 3,366.8 tonnes.

 z India’s entry into the list of top ten countries comes at a time when the quantum 
of monthly purchases is the lowest in over three years.

 z India’s gold reserves have grown substantially in the past couple of decades from 
357.8 tonnes in the first quarter of 2000 to the current 618.2 tonnes.

 z About World Gold Council:
1) The World Gold Council or the WGC is a nonprofit association of the world's leading 

gold producers.

Miscellaneous
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(2) The WGC was established to promote the use of and demand for gold through 
marketing, research and lobbying. 

(3) It is headquartered in London.
(4) The WGC covers the markets which comprise about three-quarters of the 

world's annual gold consumption.
Source The Hindu.

 Travel and Tourism Competitive Report
Why is it in 
the news?

 z India is ranked 34, up six places from 2017 in recently released 
 z Travel and Tourism Competitive Report.

More in the 
news

 z The report is released bienniely by the World Economic Forum (WEF).
 z It ranks the travel & tourism competitiveness of 140 economies.
 z The study scored countries on following four indicators: 

(1) Enabling environment; 
(2) Travel and tourism policy and enabling conditions; 
(3) Infrastructure; 
(4) Natural and cultural rankings.

 z India’s highest improvement was in enabling environment, by 10 places to 98. 
 z The least improvement is in infrastructure as well as in natural and cultural 

rankings.
Source Indian Express.

 Economic Advisory Council

Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Centre has reconstituted the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister 
(EAC-PM) for a period of two years. 

 z The reconstituted advisory panel will come into effect from September 26, 2019.
More in the 
news

 z Economist Bibek Debroy will continue to be Chairman of the EAC-PM.
 z Former NITI Aayog Principal Advisor Ratan P Watal will remain the Member 

Secretary of the panel.
 z Apart from these two full-time members, the EAC-PM will have two part-time 

members.
 z About Economic Advisory Council:

 ¾ Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) is an independent 
body constituted to give advice on economic and related issues to the Prime 
Minister.

 ¾ It is a non-constitutional and non-permanent body.
 z The terms of reference of EAC-PM:

 ¾ Analyzing any issue, economic or otherwise, referred to it by the Prime 
Minister and advising him thereon.

 ¾ Addressing issues of macroeconomic importance and presenting views 
thereon to the Prime Minister. 

 ¾ These could be either suo-motu or on reference from the Prime Minister or 
anyone else. 

 ¾ It also includes attending to any other task as may be desired by the Prime 
Minister from time to time.

Source The Hindu, eacpm.
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Chandrayaan 2 Vikram Lander had a hard-landing, may be hiding in a shadow: 
NASA
Why is in 
news?

 z NASA recently released images of Vikram’s lander's targeted landing site captured 
by its Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter.

More in 
news

 z Vikram’s precise location eluded the sharp camera of the Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter (LRO) when it last flew over the probable site on September 17.

 z As it was time of sunset on the lunar surface, there were lots of shadows and the 
LRO could not capture the Vikram Lander

 z NASA issued a statement saying that lighting conditions will be favourable when 
the LRO passes again over the landing site again in October. Then we can get a 
better picture of the site.

Source The Hindu

Russia to train four Indian astronauts for Gaganyaan
Why is it in 
news?

 z India and Russia are stepping up cooperation in the space sector with Moscow 
extending help in 4-5 critical areas of India’s ambitious manned mission to space, 
Gaganyaan.

More in 
news 

 z Indian Space Research Research Organisation (ISRO) has outlined a road map to 
put a three-man crew in a low earth orbit for 5-7 days by December 2021 by an 
indigenous GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle from a third launch pad under construction 
at Sriharikota.

 z Observing that the difference between space launches and human launches 
is that “space launches tend to aim for the optimum, human launches aim for 
perfection.”

 z The Gaganyaan programme is expected to cost under ₹10,000 crore and there 
will be two unmanned missions prior to the manned mission to validate the 
technologies.

 z ISRO Chairman Dr. K. Sivan had stated earlier that they began work on the 
manned mission in 2004 and many of the critical technologies required have 
already been validated through various tests.

Source The Hindu

Survey of India to deploy 300 drones for mapping country
Why is it in 
news?

 z India’s oldest scientific department, the Survey of India (SoI) — historically 
tasked with mapping the country — will for the first time rely on drones to map 
the country.

More in 
news

 z Currently the best SoI maps have a resolution of 1:250000, meaning a 1 cm on 
the map represents 2500 cm on the ground

 z The maps being prepared, according to senior officials associated with the 
project will be of 1:500 resolution, meaning 1 cm will represent 500 cm.

Science and Technology6
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 z Other than unprecedented detail, a consequence of the mapping will be creating 
high resolution maps of land in villages facilitating the digitisation of land titles 
in villages.

 z The aim is to map 75% of India’s geography— about 2.4 million sq km of the 3.2 
million sq km — within the next two years.

 z The organisation aims to procure about 300 drones — so far about 30 have been 
sourced — for the gargantuan exercise. However, forests, hills and deserts are 
likely to be left out.

Source The Hindu

Water found for first time on potentially habitable planet, say 
astronomers
Why is it in 
news?

 z Astronomers have for the first-time discovered water in the atmosphere of an 
exoplanet with Earth-like temperatures that could support life as we know it.

More in 
news

 z K2-18b, which is eight times the mass of Earth, is now the only planet orbiting 
a star outside the Solar System, or ‘exoplanet’, known to have both water 
and temperatures that could be potentially habitable, according to the study 
published in the journal Nature Astronomy.

 z The planet orbits the cool dwarf star K2-18, which is about 110 light years from 
Earth in the Leo constellation

 z The discovery is the first successful atmospheric detection for an exoplanet 
orbiting in its star’s ‘habitable zone’, at a distance where water can exist in liquid 
form

 z The team used archive data from 2016 and 2017 captured by the ESA/NASA 
Hubble Space Telescope and developed open-source algorithms to analyse the 
starlight filtered through K2-18b’s atmosphere.

 z The results revealed the molecular signature of water vapour, also indicating 
the presence of hydrogen and helium in the planet’s atmosphere.

Soruce The Hindu

Chinese firm creates first cloned kitten
Why is it in 
news?

 z China’s first duplicate cat marks the country’s emergence in gene research and its 
entry in a potentially lucrative and unregulated market for cloning pets.

More in 
news

 z Born on July 21, the new kitten Garlic was created by Chinese firm Sinogene, 
becoming the Beijing-based company’s first successfully copied cat.

 z According to a report by Pet Fair Asia and pet website Goumin.com, pet-related 
spending in China reached 170.8 bn yuan ($23.7 billion) in 2018

 z Mi Jidong, Sinogene’s chief executive, said the company decided to start cloning 
pets in 2015 after conducting a survey of roughly 1,000 people that showed there 
was demand.

 z The company has cloned more than 40 dogs, including schnauzers, Pomeranians 
and Malteses, at a cost of about $53,000 each, some as pets and others for 
medical research.

Source The Hindu

ISRO Chairman terms Chandrayaan 2 mission a huge success
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Why is it in 
news?

 z ISRO chairperson K. Sivan has termed termed Chandrayaan 2 mission a huge 
success and asserted that it helped in mapping the entire lunar surface in great 
precision and detail.

More in 
news

 z The Indian Space Research Organisation has recently said till date 90 to 95 per 
cent of the Chandrayaan-2 mission objectives have been accomplished and it 
would continue contributing to Lunar science despite the loss of communication 
with the Lander.

 z Chandraayan-2’s orbiter has lost contact with the lander Vikram in the final 
descent phase before the landing.

 z ISRO had successfully launched the Chandrayaan-2 mission on July 22, 2019. 
 z Chandrayaan-2 arrived in lunar orbit on August 20. 
 z During the Sept. 6 moon landing attempt by the Vikram lander, ISRO officials lost 

contact with the Vikram moon lander on Sept. 6 (Sept. 7 IST) as the probe was 
just 1.3 miles (2.1 kilometers) above the lunar surface.

 z The space agency also said the precise launch and mission management had 
ensured a long life of almost seven years instead of the planned one year for 
the orbiter.

 z The successful landing would have made India the fourth country after Russia, 
the US and China to achieve a soft landing on the moon, also the first to launch a 
mission to the unexplored south pole of the Moon.

Source The Hindu

IAU names asteroid after Pandit Jasraj
Why in 
news?

 z The International Astronomical Union (IAU) has named an asteroid, discovered 
in 2006, after Indian classical singer Pandit Jasraj.

Morein
news

 z The asteroid is located between Mars and Jupiter, and was discovered on 
November 11, 2006.

 z The asteroid was discovered by Catalina Sky Survey, whose telescopes are based 
in Arizona in the United States.

 z Procedure of naming anasteroid
 ¾ The privilege of naming a planet is first given to discoverers, who have 10 years 

to propose a name.
 ¾ The discoverer or team is expected to write a short citation, explaining the 

reasons for assigning the name.
 ¾ All names proposed are judged by the 15-member Working Group for Small 

Body Nomenclature (CSBN) of the IAU, comprising professional astronomers 
with research interests in minor planets and/or comets from around the world.

Source The Hindu
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HM Amit Shah holds Northern Zonal Council meet
Why is it in 
news?

 z Home Minister Amit Shah recently presided over the 29th Northern Zonal Council 
meeting in Chandigarh.

More in 
news

 z The member States deliberated on issues such as drug addiction, water sharing, 
rehabilitation of dam displaced and hurdles post the implementation of the 
Goods and Services Tax.

 z Home Minister Shah said that decisions taken by consensus would strengthen 
the federal structure of the country.

 z Mr. Shah urged the CMs of States to ensure regular monitoring for investigation 
and prosecution of causes related to narcotics, POCSO Act and murders.

 z Northern Zonal Council
 ¾ Northern Zonal Council is a zonal council that comprises the states and Union 

territories of Chandigarh, National Capital Territory of Delhi, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, and Rajasthan

Source The Hindu

CPI (Maoist) Foundation Day passes off peacefully
Why is it 
news?

 z The Foundation Day of the banned party on Saturday passed off peacefully 
without any incident across the Telangana.

More in 
news

 z The strategic move of the Maoist rebels to organise the 15th Foundation Day 
celebrations of the CPI (Maoist) for nearly more than one-and-a-half month 
prompted the police to bolster security arrangements across the Agency areas in 
the State to avert untoward incidents.

 z The move by the banned organisation is apparently aimed at consolidating its base 
and to help it penetrate into new areas along the Telangana-Chhattisgarh border 
by organising rallies and meetings in the interior areas in the Dandakaranya 
forest region in the next few weeks

 z CPI(Maoist)
 ¾ The Communist Party of India (Maoist) is a Maoistcommunist party in India 

which aims to overthrow the government of India through people's war.
 ¾ It was founded on 21 September 2004, through the merger of the Communist 

Party of India (Marxist–Leninist) People's War (People's War Group), and the 
Maoist Communist Centre of India (MCCI)

 ¾ CPI(Maoist) is designated as a terrorist organisation in India under Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act.

Source The Hindu

312 Sikh foreigners removed from post-militancy ‘adverse list’

Internal Security 7
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Why is it in 
news?

 z At least 312 Indian-origin Sikhs living in foreign countries have been removed 
from a Ministry of Home Affairs “adverse list”, enabling them to apply for Indian 
visa and visit the country

More in 
news

 z A foreign ministry official said that in future, Sikhs mentioned in the list could 
eventually apply for registration as Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) after they 
have applied for and held normal visa for a period of two years.

Source The Hindu

Masood Azhar, Hafiz Saeed, Dawood declared terrorists under new 
UAPA law
Why is it in 
news?

 z Jaish-e-Mohammed chief Masood Azharand Lashkar-e-Taiba founder Hafiz 
Muhammad Saeed were recently declared individual terrorists by the 
government under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Amendment Act, 1967

More in 
news

 z The decisions have been taken nearly a month after Parliament approved a crucial 
amendment to the UAPA law.

 z According to the amendments in the UAPA Act, individuals can be declared as 
terrorists.

 z Earlier, only groups or organisations could be declared as terrorists. 
Source The Hindu

We won’t dilute Art. 371, Shah assures NE States
Why is it in 
news?

 z Union Home Minister Amit Shah has recently assured the north-eastern States 
that the Centre would never touch Article 371 of the Constitution that grants 
special provisions to the region.

More in 
news

 z Mr. Shah, also the Chairman of the North Eastern Council (NEC), gave the 
assurance in his inaugural address at the 68th plenary session of the NEC in 
Guwahati.

 z The meeting was attended by the Governors, the Chief Ministers and officials of 
the eight northeastern States.

 z Touching upon Assam’s National Register of Citizens (NRC), Mr. Shah said the 
government would not allow any illegal migrant to stay in the country.
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Source The Hindu

Russia proposes joint development of submarines with India
Why is it in 
news?

 z Russia has offered India joint design and development of conventional submarines 
through an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) at the delegation-level 
dialogue between Prime Minister Modi and Russian President Vladimir Putin in 
Vladivostok,

More in 
news

 z The proposal includes joint design and development of a conventional 
submarine with Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) through an IGA as per the 
Indian Navy requirements with full access to technology and Intellectual Property 
Rights [IPR].

 z The Navy has issued an Expression of Interest (EoI) for six advanced conventional 
diesel-electric submarines under Project 75-I and the bids are expected to be 
submitted later month

 z The procurement is through the Strategic Partnership (SP) model of the defence 
procurement procedure and valued over Rs. 40,000 crore.

 z The indigenous AIP being developed by the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) could be incorporated in the submarine

 z For the P-75I, Russia has pitched a modified Amur 1650 conventional submarine 
to suit Indian requirements

 z The contenders in the P-75I are Naval Group of France, Rosoboronexport Rubin 
Design Bureau of Russia, ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems of Germany and Saab 
group of Sweden

 z However, the Russian fifth generation fighter aircraft, Su-57, was not offered to 
India

Source The Hindu

IAF inducts eight U.S.-made Apache attack helicopters
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Indian Air Force (IAF) recently formally inducted eight AH-64E Apache attack 
helicopters into service at the Pathankot Air Force Station

More in 
news

 z Apache is the most advanced multi-role heavy attack helicopter in the world.
 z “Apache attack helicopters are being purchased to replace the Mi-35 fleet. 

Alongside the capability to shoot fire and forget anti-tank guided missiles, air-to-
air missiles, rockets and other ammunitions, it also has modern Electronic Warfare 
(EW) capabilities to provide versatility to helicopters in a network-centric aerial 
warfare,” said IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa at the induction ceremony.

 z He stated that these helicopters had been modified specifically to suit the 
exacting standards demanded by the IAF and noted that the delivery schedule 
is on time.

 z India is the 16th nation to select the Apache and the AH-64E is the most advanced 
variant.

 z Selected aircrew and ground crew had already undergone training at the training 
facilities at U.S. Army base Fort Rucker in Alabama before the arrival of the 
helicopters in India and these personnel would lead the operationalisation of the 
Apache fleet.

 z India contracted 22 Apache helicopters from the U.S. government and Boeing in 
September 2015 and the entire fleet will be in service with the IAF by 2020
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Source The Hindu

Big leap for Naval variant of LCA Tejas
Why is it in 
news?

 z The naval variant of the Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas made a successful 
short arrested landing on the Shore Based Test Facility (SBTF) in Goa recently

More in 
news

 z This is a big step forward in the delayed project for the LCA to eventually operate 
from an aircraft carrier.

 z The first-ever arrested landing of LCA [Navy] at the shore-based test facility, INS 
Hansa Goa, which will pave the way for this indigenous platform to undertake 
aircraft carrier landing demonstration on board INS Vikramaditya,” the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) said in a statement.

 z The LCA made its maiden successful trap on the SBTF with the tail hook of the 
aircraft connecting with the arrestor wire on the deck and coming to halt within 
a short distance

 z LCA Tejas development timeline
 ¾ The naval LCA made its maiden flight in April 2012 and two prototypes have 

been flying as part of the development.
 ¾ The first prototype (NP1) made a successful first flight from the SBTF in 2014.

Source The Hindu

 


